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© .of His Majcſtics moſt Ho- * 4 


{ 
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nourable Privy Councib : : 4 
8:7R,- | es ay; : 
$ wa 25Thad realy to make + 3 
this wagons + you, thar the ® 
Preſent might nor'be ; alroge- 2 
| thar; unworthy of you, T-took care } 
- | obtain the Conſent of my Friends : 

to:publiſh ſome Letters, which they | : 
kadwelr as Anfwers-to mitie, 1 
When Llookupon my If, I-find: 3 
Lharcrcafon ts x" wank for my- 3 


wtt 's "2; . pre- 


= 11 3,4 
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thoſe eng Tam encourag > 
to hope. that yau | will fior-be offen-|th 
"== pra find your {elf at the. Head of [an 
q9:Vulgar' Company, a 'Company/|th 
whoſe Names and Deſert are uni | 
vetfally-known; a Company taisd|ra 
far aboye the level of Mankind by [D 
ir own extraordinaty. Mcrit; and | tir 
yet proud to do Homage tq yours. | by 
They:are Gentlemen,'* vis true, who | ca 
aro divided | in their Intereſts. 'and |th 
who differ in their Politick Princi-|th 
ples, - but they agree in their Judg-] w: 
ments; of Thirigs,, which':all the hs 
World: admires, and-'they-ialways | w 
conſent when- they ſpeak of you. ol 
In prelencing -this Intle Drakes, you; T] 
Lov goin oj Sealed of 
my” Gratirudez. but they! affuro-mef of 
unanimouſly, that 1;; have-likewafe} in 


ſhewn my, Judgment,\.Tho indeed, nc 
Si, the. number _ the: Great, whic <k 


va 


YI 


c|calt a Gvocible Eye upon Huiit: 
d ee bf _ 

- [that ' a -Man/ who would'- Addreſs - 

f |anyithing of this nature to one'of 
z|them,may ſoon determinehis choide;-* 
D Proficients in other Arts are'cncou-'' 
; 

d 

s. 
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raged by Profit, which is their main 
Deſign, but he who'beftows all his. 
time upon-Human Studies is incited 
byGlory alone, and theWorldtakes 
care that che ſhould -haye no more 
_ he Yr hymn) Enthufiaſt, 
-jt the Pettifogger, arc re-. 
Ks —_— for Torturing, and for de-' 
e | luding Men; but Humanity has mer 
, wath: very barbarous Uſage, only-for 
pleaſing, and for inſtructing them. 
4 The very Court, which rl moſt 
41 of its Ornament from it, has but too 
cf often neglected it ; there Learning 
4 in general has been diſregarded: For 
|; none-but great Souls afc capable of 


f great 'Deligns, and few Courtiers 
6 A3 hays 


" x 


t Ty Niure, Gd the: OO SAGER bs; 
of.the Empire, of Reaſons; Our. Mi: 
1 ers Of. qe hays formerly. heha- ; 
Vee Ne Do With ſ:much-indif- 
Cake ; ic would, haye lailen'd! 


Aly unconcern', asif ndt one; 
diſcover'd; that at a, time when; 
OTIS Are grownla know; 
te p $4 of. Learning, and thar. 
to. Patronize Science, 1s 10; take care. 
ot the: State... Belides,. too:many of 
| ne Sraſeanen have been. cDgag'd 
liters have. gone. thas: endeayour: 
co encroach on. the-Crown, . ar.ta. 
attempt on the. People. - Few. have: 
had 6 Copayit:and Ictegrity 


heb Be PADRES AS ESSE RSS 
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6: eaſt, and Uieir Country Faich 
"| fally ;' ro poſſeſs at the fame time the 
'| Favour 'of the one, and the Hearts 
4 of the orher, to fach a degree 2s to 
1 becourtcd by the People to ſerve as 
{| rheir Repreſenrative at the yery time 


that they are em loyd by the King. 
w Matters of "the higheſt Impor- 


i] cafice. Inſtead of that, moſt of them 


have had reafon to be afraid of the 


Vi King or” the Commons; and Mcn 


I ing; and therefore thoſe h 
. | deferye all the Honours gy RY 
"Fare able to pay'them.. Of-choſe, Sir, 


{| who' have been follicitous for their 


own. Safety have ſeldom appear'd 
concerh'd for:the good of others: 
Few then have been and are in a 


Condition tobe Protectors of Learn- we 
ich we 


you appear in the foremoſt Rank, 
of A4 and 2 


"The. Ei Enifle Dedicaary 


Learning, hat You are to the State, 
2 great ce and a ſhining-Orga- 
macnt. You, have warmly. a- 
ged all forts, of Studies, but. 


ji 7h for which the State has made 
No, Proviſion -. Which is .cnoug 
r0.gain you the Eſteem, of all whe 


have: any regard for Learning, and( 
to. winthe very Souls of all whoJike| 


me, arc charm'd with the ſofter Stu- 


dics of Humanity. For which yourſ 


Zeal has *been ſo diffuſive, that-1 
hascxrended it {elf eyen- to me, tho 
a bare Inclination to cultivate Elo- 

uence and Poetry, was the only 
ev which could recommend . me 


toyou Yet eyen this has been encour-f 


ag d by the promiſe of-your Pro- 
tection andby the Humanity of yo 


\receivigg me. The acceſs which I , 


hayc hadtoyou, has been the. FE SIFA 
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are to: > be Common-wealth of 


xn jultly and. ngbly , partial. {4 | 
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f | A that you couldlay up- - 
c,| on a Man who has ſtill yala'd Mcric 
3-| above all the World, and who has 
2-{ | fought his Improvement more than. 
cf © he has his Advancement, 'When 1 
of haye. at any time approach'd you, 


be Evite D —— 


I have found in-you rione- of 't 


forbidding Qualitics, of which they 
accuſe the Great, Inſtead of thols,: 


Lhaye foundan attractive and a hy- 


tel man Greatnch, the "PR Singe- 
4 rity of the Man of 


tl - che Courtier, and a Deporement no- 
ble without Pride, and Modeſt with-- 


out deſcending. Nature has made 


me ſomcthing averſe from making 


my Court to Fortune.But lam proud 


to attend _upon real Greatneſs, and 
to wait upon you ſince farſt you en- 
couraged me, has been at once my- 
: Due: and my y Ambicig fu 
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night havebrought 'me to write 
wellif Thad pe x very juſt reditr 6h 
reſolve-roartempr it no more. Yor 
had given me one great Enc 


you, and 'thar was, by kaving off 
Writing your If, For Yanity is 

——_ to Poers thanPer- 
| and even Want deprefles the 
Spiris les char order 


eSung, he Sins alone. Wead- 
mined indeed onr; Conquering Mo- 
gore barwe admir'd in fleneeWe 
rever'd the Greamehs of vourGenius, 
and negle&ed- our Talcms: Indeed 
the wept and ſwectness of your 


we who followed, were only fir-for 
the Chorus, But you haye left a Pro- 


mio honey ny Abad vy wi aj 
Incirement to me, thar F bdicye it 


ourage- 
ment before Thad Heide to ke 


of being 
c Mr. Mon-* 


Voice was: fit to charm usalone, and” 


#131 4 vince; #- : 


People of Weſtminſter in the requelt 


vince, "which! yo have-made your 
own, tothe 'Adminſtration 'of thoſe 
who. are under-you, and-arc gone 
on1n your victorious Progrefs10 the 
Acquifinon of new Glory.” ' From 
which 1am ſenſible thac I-derrae 
by detaining you. - For your Actions 
are your beſt Encommms, and' the 
loud confene' of the- Natiorr your 
beſt Pancgyrick. It was'a' glorigits 
one that- was ſpoken to'you' by 


that-chey made to; you-to* ſerve as 
their” Member in the preſence Parlia- 
ment.z at a time when they were Ca- 
balling all- oyer the Kingdom, and 
Gentlemen were depriving Peafants 


of their little Reaſon, in order to-ob= 


rain, their. Voices, Mr, Montague's 

Merit, while he was ſilent, folliced 
for. him {o- importunately, thar it 
prevaifd upon a number of conſi- 
derable Inhabitants of the Polirer 


eh parts 


——__ 


parts. of, the: Town,-td0 \come- oP 


ih it, ther humblesRequelt to 


You, £0 Honour them.by Repr clent+ 
ing; them, . which puts>me 40 mind; 
of a Saying of De la Brujere,Thatabe. 
Pegple! are; then, at their; height. of 

Happineſs, when. their. King MARES: 

SC pice for his. Confidents,| yard for bis- 
Mr ers, of the very ſame. P, Perſons that! 


h Fr ce had beep i in their MET gy 04 


re & a Mony FOLeG 3s4in cd | 
Houſes, . would haye truſted. I c 


© People. would have choſen, if the: 


po-rdeft Dibbadg, 

had. it been 1n'their-powet, vith 

the Ingendeney of that in the Trex 

fary. "So thar' the Peoples 'profifer 

to:Chule you, ſeems to ime tbe ; 

loud: Approbation of the Choice 

which the King had made before: 

: | of you, and of your Mmiſtrarion 

: | upon chat Choice, But I injure the 

{ | Pablick while T detain your Yet give. 

: | mie leave to end with my Zealous 

F WINS for you, that the Happineſs 

\ | may be mink lkiplied on you, which 

| you ſo nobly ſeek tro communicate, 

| that you- may cnereaſe 1n Riches 

t: | and Honouts faſter than you ad- - 

vance in Years, till you arrive at 

that -heighr of Proſperity which 

maybe anfwerable to your high 

Defere, "and till Fortune may be 

faid* to pour down her Gifts upon 

yau, in.E mulation of Art and Na- 
YetEnvy after all ſhall be forced 

co declare, that Mr. Montague ſprung 

from 


Fs, 


as 3 8 0 2 5 


ad js Plenty and Honours, 
is yer nobler by Deſert, than he is 
- Deſcent, and greater by Virtue 


«eas oa. oof ££..4 


| he is by Fortune; 4576 
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Timiended. I jhall therefore on give a Compendi- 
ous Account of what 1 ub to Bs treated of 
more at large. I deſigned mm the firſt place to # Jes 
ſaid ſomething of the Nature and of the end of a 


Letter, and t ht to bave provd that the Inver 


tion of it mas To ſupply Converſation, and not to 
mite 3t, for that wo but the Di A Was 
root ron of that ; from whence 1 bad drawn 

n, that the St tle of a ;- was neither 

70 come ag em up 10 that of Converſation, nor yet 
0 keep at too great @ dift ouge  o After that, 
I determined to 7o ſhrw _ } Converſation i not 
ag that it may be Ceremonious that it may be 


Grave, nay, that it may he Sublime, or that Tra- 
geadj. : be allow to be but of Nature : That i 
the Si were eaſy and anconſtrain'd, it might be 


ent with the Style, as it 2008 a 
, that Views ke adneirably We”; i 
them, and Longinus with 7 


bod wel ned Y, ty 
E. now treat ther B obo 


ime py ws, Poo, Fey | 
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a NN ade "_ 
s above bus Thourhe obts'; oh os ry aotr 


bs Subjet#: were, bis Style was ſeldom alter 
Vaiture: was. eafly' and unconftrain'd, and HO. 
« When be vas moſt. Lealredithet ſeldom endeavoured / 
#9 be witty at the expence of right Reaſon : But that . 
-o bis Thoughts were for the'moſt part true and juſt, 
eſſion was often ry"; God that his Sh 
| nat aprons es. - min part, 
« a 1 he w FL * Vualitges 
of theſe great” hy hs i obliged 
ore gr the rather to avoid then FR, : and that 
conſequently I had taken all the care-that I could, wor "V1 
to think out. Dorm and" good Senſe, and meither to 
force nor neplet? my ; and thatT had ahvays 
taken care = ſuit my Style to my Subjet, Þhether I © 
it was | Familiar or Sublime, or DideGiiue : and 
and that I bad more or Wſe oried "rs ever Letter. 
All this and more 1 deſigned to ent Jorge; 
- which 1 have only rr 20 in 4 
nothing to, «dd but to deſire the Reon « toy 
bad Performance, "upon the accolint of my good Ey-' 
dewoour, and for Priving to "do" Well in a muon x of 
Ang which # at" all times uſeful,” and" arth 
Nece ay; '4 warmer, in_ Wh) eb the Enghth 


. ig to wht rp es 2 on 
Stags pr Tj. Leah 
| Letters,” & Mes pith . thoſe © of - my. 
Friends, ws TGA 
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1c X's of 
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To 0 Wake "ou Bs. 


oh "AE: FOG a Grave wh 
aſſures, us, that upop: the. 


=_ 


> TiO. Oravles, Lamentable: 


"> ._ Erys-were heard i in the Air,. pro» 

ut BP penith the Coaſts. the Death, of 
he Great Pex 5 And have: nor you 
5. his dearth of good Senſe, and this 6 won. all, 
2X or Wir. 2 . tell ove truly ; have not: you. 
car 

Theſe [eats upon the Corniſh. Shore, 
2 Will E — is n0 DJing | 
Gone is the Univerſal Lord of Wir! He 
B ro 


Y 5:4 5% _ of 
f WF" 


| "*f bis Old Pe iy, ſhoulg, be, couftant 


8 W gps 
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ph 3 whom all the Wis 5;ynid Some 

For whom this SuhjeCts a Tax u 
Words,: and: laid birant Cuſtoms/.0n 
po nr He's Dead, alas, He's Q_ſſe- | 
7,Deqt] mean, Sir, wp. a1 Nedra) 
city, thar is, ut-law'd* arid gone i 

Fryars ;.to go.into Wt chi 8 once —_ 
Out-law- himſelf. 2 it Sir, and 
and i-Fortane oO: by ; 


Fant bY SB 


Prote Wiſl t obe ie it bur rudent 
park If out+- choughe tr hue a: hiace 2H 
the Law-could. uſe him-with ſo much Cen» 
tetfiptz7 as ro ceclare:co.all the World that 
1t Coes Nog care: or MF; k 
extreamly our taAd 
his A&ions that he does not care for $he 
Virg# tells. ys in his, Sixth Book, 
Sis in H:ll were bulied: abour.:r a Tr: 
Saf n whictiithey were oy _ ” 
Even, fo ors "Sari bo 
ſame; Nutmeg:-Otarer, "and t "far ws 1 | 
Pot iti the” FEr5-s,* that he * LIM > B67 
is Ber frees, © Thus has he left the Wi 
withour any ſorrow, *}:6 heJoves them;ay + 
without raking io lexre off ther. / For 
W1ill thinks they cannot be lo! from him” 
and he ſays, the expeds that in a very little 
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[ Fad doi 'not i thow 


xerngl Shato.of bſc;e, fiould-be7a. At> 
ew 7 40 tip che': Wits," ' bat! he is 
bug gode whitherithey all ullt low, 104 
, To:-leave off: Boarical Yimnvlies; this Body- 
Þoaliciek-is in: Curſed Conditions' add 
Sapnart keep long-rogetber:without a Hlead. 
Fhe Member$-are azpeeſent ana Grave De 


bare how ito, get on +To\marrow'(the | 
Grand Commitsce, .ro-canfirs: ory 6 


That there wiltbe aPalhis firongly alerted, 
3p which every Man-is2o pay according wo 
His -refpeRive canditios. :: Tomorrow! it 
Aviit beifkinown''to:thow:-muchicach Man's 
anpeb a;:Boec -is r0-(Pay, how: much a Wir, 
how much a .Politician;.nndthow:much 4 
:Critick: ACrivick did Ifay'? 'T beg;your 
-patdon.. They have voted: Nemine,Contias 
ol B. 2 arcexte,” 


., © OE 
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Eos xv if” 


2 
he rar oper ry Fs 


could t +han 
# Beople would be contented to k 
lidk-Naines > Thavin fedling eh 
Thetthej! were'te take' a! quite contfary 
Method; ito-1that which ”_ taken _ 
Seulitg a'Tax/in-the'State; | That in the 
Ste; ſometimes:a-Man paid : for whatHe 
walled As for Example, when a Coun 
ery/$quire paidFor” his Land or his 


when: '#-Qirthat is: twice dub'd, 'Knight 


for-his NT and-for-his- 
_ fnftof whiely 58 dir 5s in Were his; for! it 
is really the Kings'3 481d 'the Second of 
xlhichrare:butas wwerethis;! 1 for "they are 
rently the-Courtiers who h 


py? for ſomerhirig. which he does, * or for 
fortething which-he:doesihot, (As 2 Fiico- 
vete/pays fo muck for Swearing when hes 
_—__ andiſ{o' much more for not Swear 


ing 


dicents;/-thattheyiwill ceſs! vo Critick" vll 


bo mon wharthe really had ys 
; King, and Cuckoldby his Wife;p 4 
Children, The 


im"to his 
Firle.: -Tn the Stare 60 a. Man is made 
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uu f. tho: Body: Ye .»Fog howard 
d would It be to TAX &11 
etry and Wit, whea the 
ſigns, that he has-not a Fart ing-t 
On-the other ſide how abſurd- 
to. Tax him for a bare want of thoſe Qua- 
lities ? fince,when a Man is Dull, wichour 
pretending, * tis ten to one /but-be. is Poor, 
for. Riches:-make Mean Vainz and Vaoity 
makes them AﬀeQed, . But he who is not 
much. at..his Eaſe, is hardly at. leiſure for 
Aﬀettarion, and I have often ſcen,-. that 
whea Vanity has thrown a Fop out of .Na- 
ture, neceffity has brought him back again; 
But a Rich Rogue will beſureto be always 
prezeading Fortune takes pleaſure -1n 
King thoſe Vain, whom Nature before 
de Imporent, and both of - them: often 
_—— to. finiſh a Coxcomb. Thus-1I 
would have none Pay, but they who put 
| B3z Gravity 
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S Bog ola > wews har. 


7 Hite 1 venure to ; Indies cel Line 
I. £0 ye ,"1 rake it tobe my Tarereft el 
Hot 20 tan you, as 1 hitherto # IW2) 
Have done Ard os for the future Talways Th; 
4 EB \rherly, as the greateft; 


VN thick Wit, har ever 'Ex:/ind bred,'u$ 
BY Van ſnt"pr fely idto. the Workd; 't6 
"BY Chirin't 


Pars of the Wittieft Men, 2 
i WU fo 'Raviſh thee Hearts of the moſt; Men a | 
| Womich': No; Sf, that in wriring ro you 
" Efray\affathe' Joe Spirit, 1 ſhall ar;pre- 
2 W Ent only conſider you as the Homble Her- 
: W mir ar Cleve; Humble even in the full Poſe 
fon of all the \ extragrtinaty Qua _ | 
knowledge” of ich has'made me Proud. 
Fuſt cor at Thave no'great Opinj- 
on of _ w4 ich Men ry call "ns 
in moſt Men is want of 


of geſs ir, rin endeavour to De A 
rue. © But''in 7 Man 'of Mr, Weherly's 
he. bald B 4 make . 
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"tis-. a Generous . 


And what Forck of Mind is there-not " | 


jy IN -þznd back a Soul. 


and: rernally Aſpiring by Virtue of: its:in+ 
born. Fire ?: Yet yours, Aly depreſs ans all 


4 as your C _ poe. Ven c e 
ens thoſe are. bold, as this is' 


with judgment) and he yt 66 would. -4 
you; Juſtice, muſt needs coafeſsthat you are. 
s jo ; Ambitious: Writer; . though a very. 


mble. Man. .. Yet: your :yery, Ambitiog 


EN Dbligtd Mankind ; It:hagexalted. Has: 


Mane Macnre.n ra iſing your own by its moſt 
e Efforts ; of pap .ithout boaſting 
Pre JEMInence.,. rely-it.muft be for 


$ijs very. reaſon E- £ we 4 2 $ecrer Pride, 
when-we but Tgad he Piſooneries. which 
'you have made. Thos £ ® cannot fay that 
bs are without Vanag, for never was. 


n exempe-from..4t 3: but. I can fay, 4hot 


Mae EN eeve 
. you. b y.-of ftion,-and: t 
'you have er H that ER Efett ic 
ot; ch the Reck 1 Vpga- which-{> 


. 1s _o&x 
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MOST 37. > > Th. 3... a6. 2a. eo $2 a.w.dc. ire ett ot £05. at. eat... 


nog Oren 


£ where ts in; ane ol - 
or dog nay; may be Di- 
it in great Menit wut be 
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tis wank Ny Lorain *tis:Folly, TR 
des liadneſs 4, Self-Love.; 
the Laſt, tis. Crime, bis Malice, "tis a | 
cret and Proud. Deſign to Mortifie and In- 
This 0 r the teſt, of þ = -over-whow. 4 
_— advantage; Xa, it el 
this: yery reaſl ſon,.that we. fo deeply. reſenr 
and fo ſeverely y:revenge the Mortal ; | 
ve. receive [Rl it, - Grear, Wits were: y 
Jcaven predeſtin'd to; rule, co rule thi 
Fo ot . others, - the. Nobleſt Empire. 3 
but when they grow outwardly Vain they 
row. Tyrants, and-then their diſcontented 
EbieQt rebelh,--and then-they depoſe thoſe 


ors 2s na pers, whom before they. Q+ 


ya as chair. Lawful: Monarchs. But. a 
peu a Gacd, and a Gracious Prince, 


as.their: Underſtandings, and. under © 


, as they are pleas'd thi 


vident Inclioations. make usbelon to. 7 ag 


ad. therefore./tis. the Ns cven. 
| ; ;that. your ould | 90g continye j | 
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Tut ns ro love one much exe 
wy rt his ths Soul to a Latiuld Tetaper, 
20d it at Jhce too horrid Views of > 
thers-Exceltencits, ' and' of Its 6wn Infir- 
Sk but AﬀeCtion gives'it Apitation ang 
Witmrh 5 #2d th'theView* of '7Frichd's'd&- 
Jet, - ic takes ro0 much pleaſure, and' 159 
* Fide tb conſider its *own Defefts.. 
I 3; & rhit'you are og 
High rate, ive to your Wit and” ye 
erat; br that” you are eftecn'd; 
Wie _ *rhay you are with fo a 
Dladt d, you dweto th 
Whik he ſit-6f yout "uy ant Yo 
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yy dn; and which: pr CaSif 
For Men avefound 'ro BUNWHtr 1118 
46197» of ahofs- Que Bring 
foridly believe aley Ruve; tan Of 895 
which they really . have; and*t ir} 
Greatneſs _ cs Men leave to be humble, 
whereas Px ent occaſions Pride. Nong 
but ſuch real Greatneſs as ydutstan'Chiſſh« 
cictten Man'ts de fruly humble 3 fo*fhi 
Soul which by Nature 1s not ſeated High, 
can.-harally'be faid ro Deſcend. If I have 
lafiſted too long on this ſhining SubjeQ,'a - 
SubjeQ. which 1510 conſpicuous i in. you ; if 
you took: opan this tedious Letter, as. one 
of choſe various Perſecutions which every 
eminent Virtue provokes ; -I defire you to- 
eenfider,. that 1 havg fo many van 
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70U hive RET a. 
risfyed'with wm 
"nay , wher is mo X 
kn Bi is now betwixt TW, Mee Bien OE | uo hat 
indeed 'ufes to'lefſen Friendlhip, but ives 
re the greater” Mark of yours by yourkitd 
Letter, which Thad mifs'd if” ; had been 
+ I nearerto you: So that T, who receiveno .  * 
- MW Renrs here; yet'muſt own if T did, 1 cod 6-5. i 
+ I fot receive'greater SatisfaQtion than I had > 
+ Wl from Jonny -worth even'a, Lerrer of Ex- 3 
( change, 'or Letters Partents ;. For I value 

K your Friendfbip. *more than Money, and 
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1% Ti Proiider-of your Approbarion than I 
Wl ſhould "be '6f Titles; For the having the 
+: good opinion of one who'knows mankind 
{© fo well, argues ſome merit in me, upon 
which every mag ought to conſider himſelf 
more, than vpon the googs' of Fore. 


T bud rather by ha he eos Free _ 
pr my ow: an Sen 
than a Friend to the Muſes ; and had rarher 


have you than them thought mine. If 1 


am as you ſay, at once Proud and Humble, 


tis ſinge 1 have | bo ob honour 
Rr | Lys Your py "Nt hum- 
bles than makes' + damn'd Pcet) 
more vain. For it is ſo great, thar ic rather 


ſeems the Railery of a witty Man, than the 
Eihdeney: of we ramen; ;and Een ragee wo 
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ew .my.iclf grarefol: 7 
Ayes are, Kd 12 JO 


LOR that A at Deft n; 20d 
me, ſo,mpch, you. bar leſt. a 
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Nandy :odefty itill zhey « dave 

Bur. Jer me re L yau, tis got..io my let 
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90 bumble Ferv, 
tk erknby 


het tay a9 way ig 
-ho Lie my - Ab- 
ould .not. 


have my bo eg your on. I aud the 
Gs, the Ds, the W—x, and the reſt of 
yourTavepnFriends-enjoyyour converſation 
while I cannot ; Tbs I confeſs, 'ris to theic 
:intereſt to make- ou dymb-with.. Wine, 
that they may be heard in-your, company; 


 tho' it were more theDemonſtrationodf theig 


wit to hear you, than to be heard by you. 


For my own part, lam Ambitious of your 


Company alone in ſome Solitude,w here you 
arid Fmight befall one. 
ForT am ſure if I can ved to any Sence; 
T:can; have no Inftruftionor SatisfaRtion of 
Life; better than yoUe example and your 
Society. 

My Service pray, co all-my Friends, that 
16, toall yours whom I know, and be _ 

; table 


WW Imkoinrmw8_ * 
table (as often-as. you 'can) to the abſie ; + 
which you'good''Wirs ſeldom are ;'I mean 
be charitable with your Letters ro oo 


2+: Tour humble Servants. 
© Paſtſeript. 

' © Pray let me have more of your Lerters, 
tho they ſhould rally me with Complj- 
ments undeſery'd as your laſt. has done ;- 
tor like = Coun JET ire T am in love; 
with.a Town Wit's Converſation, tho it be* 


but ara Diftance that Tar forced to have, 
” it, and th6 it abuſes me while Ienjoy'ir. 
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a ;nfamGout,too young to be yerBapriz'd:But; 
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ſto ef be alſo like it g” ll. 


- but in this it does. 


[er Nee For by Re-. 

d-Iik Y CR a her. 

Gb, is Charm'd with the ſight of its own” 
This is a Gght'in which you take 


zl Fel as goes Pen ure'; $7 ts haleag 
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| + NG from whatl Tag {ai 

OE 'believe I had any daſige 

Tam confident that. 0p 
there. appears..an. \ Air pf RY "But 
that. is a Viera which has. been { long and, 
ſo. peculiar] z FOUrS, 'that you may perhaps 8 

X#19us i: 4n, your riends, .and d iſs 
claim, lome Vigzues: which they commend, 
ig.you. oaly.toMonopoliſe that. You { had} 
Wren me,. at leaſt an occaſion to . think 
o,.1f -the Railery ig YOU? had nor been 2 
very apparent, that even I had Eyes to.difz 
cern that. you have. been to blame.in t,t g 
Lamm doubly blinded with Love of you and 
my: (elf. _ Yet if-you writ. jt with a dee 
gp Mortifie m6, aſſure your {elf Rl 
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ſeveral Occafions. 19 
Hall fortifie _ Vanity with<hat very.Ar- 
rillery-with which you have” begin to at- 
rack it, If Mr. #y:hrlp rallies, meitis.cer-- 
tain that 1, have my. defe@s;  butit is full 
as certain, that he would never gondeſcend. 
to abuſe me at ſuch a diſtance if he wholly 
deſpis'd me. - Thus, Sir, you ſee I ath as 
reaſonable , with my Friend. as a Raſter 
ſpouſe is with her Husband, and take his 
very Railery for a mark of Efteem, as ſhe 
does a Beating for a proof of Aﬀe@ion.'The 
very woiſt of, your Qualities gain our: Af- 
feftions. Even your Jealoufie is 'very 0+ 
bliging, which it could never be unleſs it 
were very: groundleſs, Bur fince your 've- 
ry Suſpicion is obliging, what influence 
muſt- your kindneſs have on: our Souls? 
Tae wiſh that I were with you in ſome Re- 
tirement, is engaging to that degree, thar 
E. almoſt ' repent. thar I fo eagerly deſir'd 
your Converſation'before. ES if it were _ 
poſſible I would augment .that defire as a. 
grateful return to yours. Tobe with-you  - 
11 Sofitude would make me perfeU&ly ha 
Py. Thd'it werein the Orcades, I would 
not wiſh my {elf remoy'd to any happier 
"38 Climatez- no, not even to that which con+ 
JW cain'd my abſent Mitre; all thar I could 
8 do; for.her oa that occaſion, would be to 


with her with me, In that Retiremen-,what 
N C 2 ſhould 


8 Lugeriass or) 
3 ſhould 1 not- enjoy ?: Where. L ſhould be. 
adjmimbly joftruced; withour-rrouble, and 
infinizely delighted;withour Vice, where 
Iſhould'be-glorivus at once wich Envy and 
- Quiet.' For what could be more. glorious, 
thanito be the Companion of . your retreat 
My very Ambition inirutome to leve ſuck 


Solitude Thd: prope rournde as rhere 
cah be:no Solitude 0k you: 
mortal C ftillattends ou; and 1 
Virtues, the Graces, and theC Nink 


whoilove the Groves, and are fond of you; 
follow you to renioteſt Retirements. The 
comck. Muſe 1s:more particularly yours 
and it-is your peculiar praiſe to allure the 
moſt taviſhing ofzall: che Siſters after youſW - 
into- Retirement./:/To make 'that Goddeſs 

forſake the crowd + with you, who: loves it 
mo{t of. the. Nrne:: Yon have / been 'con/ 
fantly + 'her Darling, her beſt 'belov'd 
Thus in ' Retirement with 'her-and you, ] 
fhoukd have-rhe Converſation of ' Mankind; 
I ſhould. ras to it with all its: Advantages 
wichott its. keaft inconveniencies. ''' In the 
Phitofophy of:your: Adtions- and'Words, { 
ſhouldifee . this Wiſe; the Good, and” th 
truly Great; it your obfervatians, 'and' i 4 
Your-rai:ery, the Men of Senſe, and 'rhi 
Men of Witz 'and-in your 'Satyr: ſeverel 
P On the Fools and Raſtals exp i 
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ſeweral Qcsafiori. 24a ®; 
it. In the Poſtſcript to my laſt, -1 made 2 
an Apology for uſurping a'Style ſoFereign 
from this way of writing, I have once 
; More run into. the/ fame-#2ult:in this, bur 
the very thought of Mr. Wycherly ſpreads 
a: generous warmth through me, and-taiſes 
My Soul to' rapture. And when -aiMya 
Writes, - his Soul and his Style of neceſigy 
riſe together. In my next I/hayefome- - 
thing with which I muſt-trouble you, that 
will require another manner of writing..-: 
| | | Tam 
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Dear Sir, (ck Ve pe id, O4Þ þ Thigh hy 
FT. Have been very. ill ever ſince I took 
| my:leave of -you, ſo that. I parted in 
one Night from all that I valae moſt; chat 
15; from my Health and You. However, 
Nature was kind in not failing to ſupply 
me with Vigour, till Fortune had depriv'd 
me of your Converſation, and I was got 
amonegit People with whom I have ſmail 
occaſion for Vigour. Yet even here in 
ſpight of- Sickneſs and Abſence I have made Il © 
a ſhift toconverſe with you: For I thought + 
thar your Works were the only things that 
could make me full amends for the loſs of 
' your Company. By them you have been 
- able to give me Joy even 1n the midſt of 
* my Pain, For, the Country Wife, and the 
Plain Dealer are frores of Delight, which 
you have laid up by a Noble Charity, to 
Jupply the Poor 1n Spirit thr6 all Poſterity, 
So:thar, I bel eve that to be one of the Rea- 
\ Jons of Fortune's Pique to you, that you 
have put it out of her power for the"time 
:f0 come, to praſcclite her Quarrel to Men 
cf Senſe effeQtualily. For by baving rex 
| _ ._ courſ 
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' courſe to youin your Works, they are ſure. 
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ro become more pri than Fools, 'even 
at the time w}  lefs ſucceſsful. _ 
But I can hold up 74 cad no longer at 
preſent, as ſoon as I am better you. oy 


rexpett a 3 longer, Letter. from. me. , 't 
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_ Have > fo yours of *tie* Joth's 
' Nape and am glad to find by it; 

that vive Friends are loſers bin a 
your Abſence from the Town, you are a} 
Gainer by it.; of your. Health, which every: 
one you have left behind you,(but C6 — Jy 
may be thought a Friend to; and thei 
more each Man is your Friend, the-more; 
hel ood with h your Abſence, which, 
th6 it makes us Ill for-waant | 
yo well for want of us : Ve cabins 2h no 
leave of me (which you would. excuſe ) I: 
take to be one of the greateſt, Kindnelles; 
you ever ſhew'd_ me 3 for. I could nomore; 
ſce a Departing Friend from. che Town, 
than a Departing Friend from this Life; and 
furs *tis. as-much kindneſs and good breed-4 
ing to ical from our. Friend's Society uni 
known to %*em by {ben we muſt leave 'emal 
 fotheir Trou ble) as it is to ſteal out of as 
Room, after a Ceremonious Viſit, to. pre- 3 
vent trouble. to _him,.. whom .we-would;| 
Oblige and ReſpeQ ; ſo that your laſt Fault. 
(as Fou call it) is like the reſt of your | 
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ivilly.85 a\City Cuckold 5:F- was forry to 
ye t your bead « ak*d whilſt you 


vcit” me "your. eter. Sipce 1. (pat. his 
Wt frox 
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Houſe any re, 
Soſery want of yours is 
leQholly, that's as dull'a$ 
ein a” lights, to "their own. 
their Puns, Couplers,” or 
fore expeEt not a V ty 
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I have nv News Worth "fendiih 


'oIY, Tir my next ſhall bring *you-whar we 


ave. * the' mean! time * Tn 
Cor ope is no'News to at 
Ice'1s_ more redious'to' there Ga 


| kts Company ts you; ſo that? beiny 
fick! goes as '1 thought” without Ul | 


cauſe, qd you were 'Forty or Fift 


Miles off, when found the reaſon'of ry 
os For I cannor be well {p'fi ſ 


you, who am 
My Deer My. Dennis © F 
CET. "Toor _ hamble Seroant, 
bo W. Now9: 6 
Loos, Dee.1, 94. 
Pop 


CNS LO ow 2OoD 


fererdl Dicifink. wu: 
Reffeey. pK 5. 


— Pay pardon me'that I have not'ſooner 
auf d your Letter, -for. Thave been very 
buſfie this* laft” Week abbur Law Afﬀairs, 
that- is, very Dulland-Idle, thd'vexy A IVE. 


"ll Your: Friends of the Coffee- Hauſe ah 


Roſe, whether Drunkor Sobet -Gopd Fellg wi 
or Good Wits, ſhow at leaſt rheir Senf by 
valuing you and- .yours, ard ferid” "you {24 
Their Ne, ad: never. 'Sre more VIS, 


ves s your Servants; OP 
liyes * Sobel 


And ber the Ty eE of AAS fires 
Four: departure, ſpeak well of the Abſene,. 
ton Gays his ul Eooks proceed rathi 
for want of your Com eenfalny my, char for haVidg 
'had rhat of bs Miſtreſs; even the Quibbfer; 
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aks1s s deceiy' ny 


Pleaſure, and fb are fatisfied 
But Mr. Mie ET is. to be excepted from 
this genera Rule, who commends his Friead 
for his Friend's ſake. You never are Witty 
10 pleaſe your ſelf, to whom Wit. has fn 
long been habitual, that you are ofteg 

hardly mov'd your ſelf when you ſay tho 
admirable things with which we are crank 
porte$ 


he. 


ſeveral Ocrafions. 24 
rted.. Not ge fo far: deny &. | 
W hraniey; ns-< A$ 6 rake. your LWOrPHIY Y kt 
cho-Foot of the:Letrer, 'orits fuppe 4 ' 
you believ'd all 'thar you ſaid 4-but I ati 
williag for your ſake-/to believe. that __ 
meant ſomething of it, and that not ein” 
without kindneſs for me, (which is only. 
owing tothe Sweet of-your Nature, 
that is to your {Meri and” not to' mine ;) 
your Real the-Duke De ls Rochefon- 
Caut fays, has ent et by your Aﬀe- 
Qion. | And herb, Sir, 1 have much the Ad- 
vantage of you; for when I. declare that T 
have the greateſt Opinion in the a an te of 


/0U, none will miſtcuſt,m ny Sincerity, and 


all will applaud .my Diſcernmenr ; bur 
you cannot expreſs your: Zeal at.{o; os 2 
Rate for any Friend," bur. it muſt conſide- 
rably” leſſen the World's Opinion. of your 

t... But: it 3s, Mr... #gcherly's per 
culiar Praiſe, . never to' have ſhewn: cho 
of Judgment in any thing, uoſe6' in that 
only x". in which Error is Honourable, 
How. few are they: who ate capa fe of Er- 
T8, at your Rate ! | 


i Vollem i in awicitil bc erraremus,. & iti. 
FE $4 Virtus nomen poſt wiſſer boneſt um- 


And 
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v Ard how/happy is the Man who. has 4 
Egiend, {0.9 compliſh'd, -that Error in-hiny 
lg Says JT. am-that Happy:Man; and/am 

far exalted dy my- Happineſs, thar I an 
07: als humble, chan when I Subſcriby 
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">Dear Sir, k SY £5: ? 6,70 
- Have badyoun of the 3rit of Merch; 
' to which T ſhould fooner have rectirned? 
af Anſwer, had I not been forced to' rake: 
7 Hittle turn our” of” Town; bur your Lery” 
rer to me, brought me nor more farisfaRion 
than your laft to Mr. Moyle gave me diſqui- 
et for yon. | Since by that,” E find /how un- 
eaſie you are. ' Yet know my Friend from” 
one ſufficiently experienced in love difaft- 
ers,..that Love is often a kind 'of lofing ' 
Loadam, in which the loſer is moſt-often 
rife gainer, © If you have been deprived of 
a Miſtreſs, coulfder you-have loſt a Wife, 
and rh you aredifappointed of 'a ſhorr f{- 
tisfaQion, 'you have likewiſe eſcaped a re- 
tous vexation, which Matrimony. infalli- 
.comes. to be, one way. of another; ſo 
at your” Misforcune is-an accident which 
our true Friends ſhould rather Felicitare 
in Commiſerere, You 'rold me in your 
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turn a Philoſopher, and I will grow a good 
fellow,” and venture my own health, for the 
recovery of your good Humour ; for I had 

rather be ſick in. your Compady, . than for 

want of it (who am, . | 


| © Dear Sir, 
Tour woſt unalterable Friend and 
| humble Servant, | 


wr 
Yray-pardon me for not writing to you be 
ore, or rather for writing to you ſo dull 
ow, which I hope will be my beſt excule 
or my not writing ſooner. All your Friends 
ff the Coffee-houle are well, and what is, 
no news to you, are 1n ſpight of your Abs. 
ence your conſtant humble Servants. 
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Exe April 11, i696; 
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have a colourable excuſe for my Silence, 


for when'you went qut of Town, you 
you, -as ſoon as you arriv'd at Cleve. Be 
_ ſides, fince that, I have been-a month 1n 
Nortbamptonſbire. But the Inclination which 
T have toconverſe with Mr. Wycherly, is tod 
violent' to receive any check, from PunQl 
lo's. , But, alas, I was reſtrain'd by too jul 
an Impediment. , For ever ftnce I faw you 
T have” been. fo' rackt by #-cruel- Paſſion, 
that'F have had no power to da any thi 
butto complain..- And your portion of Me 
lancholly [is :not” fo ſmall, that you have 
need to be troybled with another Man) 
Spleen. T would be fare t& communicat 
my happineſs to my Friend, nay F could be 
but haif appy if I did not communicate 1 
As in, love I never could: be pleas'd to 4 
beight with my own pleaſure, if I diddt 
find that it added -to that of my Miſtreſs 
But I ſhopld impart my.ill humour to my 
Friend, if I found that it were not in ht 
power to eaſe me,, and that it were mull 
i his inclination, with as much Regret, a5 


gavemethe hapes gf receiving a Letter from 


oy 
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| ſeveral Occafions. | 

t ſhould acquaint him with hisowni!l For* 
tune, if I were clearly convinc'd that it - 
were not in my power to afhiſt' him. You 
would not adviſe me to ſtifle this paſſion, -- 
You are too well acquaifited with Love and 
me todo that. You. know that that would * 
be to perfwatde me to a thing which you 
are already ſenſible, that Iam very willing 
and very unable to do, I bluſh while I 
ſhowthis weakneſs, but ſure there is ſome 
force of Mind requir'd ro ſhew ſome ſorts 
of weakneſs. - You remember the Maxim 
of the wiſe Duke; Lz ment ferme!e qui 
ſert a - refifter aPamour, Sertauſſi queque fois 
a le rendreviolent et davable. If that be true; 
I beſeech you to belicve chat this obſtinate 
Lover isa conſtant Friend'too, and unalte- 


Dear Sit, 


rably; 
Tout miſt Himble Servant 
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Mr. Wycherly's Letter. hi 
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DearSir, 4 Fe l » 
Lately received from you ſo kind, and My 

ſo witty a Reproach for my not writing i << 

to you, thatT can hardly repent me of my.iM;. 
fault, fince it has been the occaſion of my M,, 
receiving ſo muth ſatisfation: But you have MW, 
had. a reaſonable excule for your filence,M1j« 
ſince yeu ſay I promis'd to write to youWMnc 
firſt, which is very true ; and I had kept qc 
my promiſe, but for my ConjeQure that MW 6, 
you could not ſtayſo long out of Northamp-WM Gr 
fonſhire ; nor was I it ſeems, miſtaken 1n M1 
"n that. But” be afſur'd, Dear Sir, Ic 
think there can be no better End, or.Deſiga Wie 
of my writing, than in its procuring meWad 
the fatisfaftion of receiving ſomething of WM alt 
yours ; eſpecially, . fince I have no other Wc 


way left me now of converſing with you. WW at 
'But it ſeems, you forbear to relieve me out 
of Charity, ſince you ſay your trouble wy 
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ſeveral Occaſions. 37. 
fo great, thar you were unwilling to com- 
municate 1t to me tomine. TI ſee your Wit 
cando anything, make an omiſſion of a. ' 
kindneſs a greater obligation, and it you 
complain but- to your Miſtreſs, as wittily 
as you do to your Friend, I wonder not at 
her Cruelty, nor that ſhe ſhould take plea- 
fure to hear you complain fo long. 'Burt, 
my Friend have. a care of complaining to 
her, with ſo much true Senſe, leſt it ſhould 
diſparage your true Love; ind indeed, that 
I fear is the only cauſe you are ſuffer'd to 
complain ſolong, without the ſucceſs which 
is due to your Merit, Love, and Wit, from. 
one who 3 you ſay has her ſelf ſo much, 
which with your Pardon, I ſhall hardly be- 
lieve, tho youare kier Voucher, if ſhe does 
not do what you wou'd have her, that' is, ' 
do you and her ſelf Reaſonasfaſt as ſhe can; ' 
ſince ſhe mult need believe you a warm and 
ſincere Lover,as much as I believe you aZea- 
lous and a true Friend. 'And I am ſo well 
acquainted with Love and you, that I be- 
lieve no body 15able to alter your Love, or 
adviſe your Reaſon ; the one being as Un- . 
alterable as the other infallible, and you 
(for ought I know) are the only Man, who 
at once can Love and be Wiſe. And to 
the Wiſe, you know, a wotd isenough, eſpe- 
cially ſince you gave me-a caution again(t 
| D 3 oppolinz 
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38 Lz*TERS.ON 
oppoſing your paſſion ; becauſe it would bg 
in. vain. If Love be in you asin other Men, 
a violent Paſſion, it is therefore a ſhort 
Frenzy, and ſhould be cur'd like orher Di. 
ſtempers of that kind, by your Friegd's 
humouring it, rather than oppoſing it, 
Yer pardon me; if I preſcribe the commog 
remedy of curing one Love with anothery 
| But. whether you will let me be your Nos 
|, ' tor or no, I muſt at leaft wiſh you well 
who am, "i = 


(Dear Sir,) 
Your moſt Obliged Aﬀe@ianate Frien [ 
and bumble Servant, . | 


W. Wicherly 


Poffcript.. 

Pray thank my Friend Mx. W—— for puh 
ing his Surtout of a Letter over yours i 
a finer Stuff, as the lining of a Garment 
often finer than the outſide. Pray: give al 

- the honeſt Gentlemen of the Coitee-houly 
of my acquaintance and yours, my humbl 
Service, whom with you, I hope to: ſee & 
gaio, within theſe three weeks,at Londor. Wh m 


e wear Shrewsbury, / v mt 
*. Augult che 31ſt 1695, | 7 
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Dear Sir, ' ea W7 
"A Man who has the Vanity of preten- 
A ding to. write, muſt certainly, f Dve 
you extreamly well, if he does rot Fat 
you after he has received from you ſuch # 
£tter as yours ; And he. mult undoubted- 
ly ſhew-a great deal of Friendſhip, when 
e aſſures you he does not envy you the 
very Lines by which you commend him. 
A Man had need be very well acquainted 
with the goodneſs of your. Nature, to be 
atisfied that you do riot. praiſe with, a 
Wicked Deſign to mortihe. There are fe 
Writers ſo humble, whom Mr. Wyjchexty's 
Commendation would | not render, vain; 
but then there are few Writers {o Proud, 
whom the Wit'that Mr. Wy:herly ſhews-in 
commending them would not humble. 'S6 
that a Man who did not know you, wou'd 
be apt to- believe that whenever you write 
to Praiſe, you do but like a Wreſtler who 
lifts People up. on purpoſe to throw them 
down, and. the. Higher hs raiſes them, 
| makes their fall the Greater. Your Com- 
mendation'is to a Modeſt Man, what the 
. © Secoad - 


4 Liurrune an, 


32cond Bottle is to a Sober Man ; it - raiſes 

is Vigour while he is ſwallowing it ; bur 
the Wit is as- fure to make the one Melan- 
cholly upon mature RefleQion, as the Wine 
' 1s certain to leaye-the other Spiritleſs after 
. the. third ConcoQtion : But our Infirmity 
cannot be your fault; to whom we are 6 
blig'd for your generous Intentions, which 
give you ſuch a peculiarDiftinCtion from or- 
dinary Men of Wit, Indeed, by a Juſt, 
and a Noble Confidence, which you may 
repoſe in your ſelf, you may always ve 
fafely commend; becauſe you may be al- 
tf ſure to ſurpaſs, *Tis Prudent and 
Noble at once in' a Conqueror to extol the 
Conquered. To praiſe the Excellence 
which he o'ercomes, is but to commend 
himſelf. Beſides, it wins the very Heart 
and Soul of him that is overcome, if he 
has but Virtue enough to 'be ſo ſubdued; 
and makes him willing to leave his- laſt 
Retrenchment, It would Tong fince have 
had that EfteQt upon me, if the reſt of your 
_ good Qualities had not prevented it; which 
haye fo Cloſely and ſo Entirely tied me to 
' you, that whenever I receive a Letter from 
you, my Vanity is ſure to gain on the one 
fide, what it is certain to loſe on the other: 
For if Tam mortified as.to my own Wit, 1 
do not fail to value my ſelf upon yours, © - | 
London, ScpF.10. x amy 
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Dear Sir, © 4 

"HE laſt time I was at Wi#s, I had the 
; Mortification to hear,that our Friend 
Mr, —— had mit with a Diſappointment 


- 


In : - at which, ſome who were pre- 


P 
# 
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ſent were glad, affirming, 'that Succeſs, 


would have thrown him out of hisElemeat; 


| For that a Man of Wit is not qualified for 
- Buſineſs fo well as a Block-head : I have 


fince had ſome Thoughts concerning that 
matter” which I here ſend you, and of 
which I defire your Opinion, 125 
Upon Reflefion I have found out the fol- 
lowing Reaſons, why - Block-heads are 
thought to be fitteſt for Buſineſs, and why 
they really ſacceed in it. 7 

_ Firſt, As their Brains are. a- great deal 
colder, than thoſe are of Men of Wit, they 
muſt have but very ſtrait Imaginations, 
and very barren Inventions; from whence 
it follows that they have but few thoughts, 
and that a few Objes fill tFeir Capaci- 
ef -: 5; Eee I af 
' Secondly, It is reaſonable enough to, be« 
lieve, that ſince they are uncapable of many 
BER _ Thoughts, 


”- * Thoughts, thoſe few which they have, are. 
detesmin'd- by-their Necefities, their Ap. 
petites,” and their Deſires, to what they call. 
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their Fortunes and their Eſtabliſhments. 


Thirdly, Tt is not very hard to conceive, 


that fince a Block-head has - but. a few 


Thoughts, andiperhbaps but. ane all his Life. 
time, which i his Intereſt, he ſhould have 
it more perfeR, and better digeſted, then 


Men of Wit have-the ſame thought, who 
perhaps have a thouſand every hour. _  : 
: Foarthly, Tt.is eafie to comprehend, that 
fince ſuch a one has bur a few thoughts, or 
rhaps but ene, which by often revolving] 
m his Mind, he has digefted, and brought 


to PerfeQion, he ſhould readily paſs from 
Thought to Aion. For. he muſt grow 
weaty of thinking ſo often of one and the 
fame thing ; and ſince the Nature. of the 
Soul requires Agitation, as ſoon as his little 
Speculation. ceaſes, he muſt of neceſſity 
a& to divert himſelf. '_ : 
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very capable of making ſalid Refletians. 
-For th& Prudence: may oblige'a Man to ſe+ 
cure a Competency, yet never was any one 
by right Reaſon induced to ſeek Superfluie 


L16S. : | | 
. Sixthly, Penury of thought ſuppoſes 
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for the Succeeding in Bulineſs - For a Block 
head is Sordid enough to-deſcend to Frick 
and- Artifice, which in Bufineſs are often 
neceſſary to procure Succeſs, unleſs they 


rivd from a Conlummate Experience, or 
from a great Capacity. $1 aos 
Thus have F endeavour'd to give the rea+ 
ſon, why a Fool ſucceeds better in Buſineſs 
than'a Man of Wit, who has a Multitude 
of thoughts, and: which fly ar the Nobleſt 
Objefts 3 and who-finds that there is fome- 
thing ſo pleafing,. and ſo noble, in thinking 
rightly, and. more eſpecially in the fublime 
Speculations. of exalted. Reaſon, that he 
finds it intollerably irkſome to deſcend to 
Adtion, and abhors the very thought. of 
being diligent in things, for which: he has 
an extream Contempr. Tired 
Thus. you ſee, that in ſome meaſure a 
Fool may be ſaid to: be better firted out for 
Buſineſs, than. a Man of Wit. But it is 
, high time to diſtinguiſh. - Far firſt, nw 
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Littleneſs of Sonl, which-is often requiſite - 


are more than ſupplied, by a Prudence dev 
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7  LzurrTexs or 
I ſay that a Block-head is fitted for Buſineſs, 
Emean only for little Buſineſs : For to af 
firm, that he is qualified for Affairs that res 
quire Extent of Capacity, would be a Cons 
tradition in Terms. Secondly, when I af 
firm, that a Man of Wit is leſs capacitated li 
for Buſineſs, 'I mean that he is leſs fo, as a! 
long as he keeps in his Natural Temper,and 
remains in a State of Tranquility. ' But if 
once he comes to be thrown out of that by 
the Force of a Violent Paſſion, and fir'd 
_ with' Zeal for his Country's Service, or en- 
flam'd by Ambition, and Buſineſs -can' be 
made ſubſervient to the gratifying -of thoſ 
Paſſions, then I dare boldly affirm, that ong 
Man of Wit will go farther than a Thouſand 
of thoſe who want it. Of which it would 0; 
be eafie to give more than one, Inſtance a- 
mongſt our preſent Minifters. But I will 
be contented with putting you in mind that 
none of the :-Romans had more-Wit than 
Ceſar, and none of the French than Riche 
tiew. © | 
Before: I conclude, I muſt give you 'a 
Caution : Which is, that by the Word 
Blockhead, I do not mean one thar is ſtu- 
pid, but that I apply that word according 
to the Language of you Men of Wit, to 
one who thinks bur a little - And that on 
the other ſide, by a Man of Wit, I do, not 
7 mean i 


© ſeveral Octafions: 45 .. 
mean every Coxcomb whoſe Imagination : 
has got the Aſcendant of his little Reaſonz 
but a Man like you, Sir, or our moſt Inge- | 
nious Friend, 1n whom | Fancy and Judg- 
meat are like a well-match'd Pair ; the firſt 
like an extraordinary Wife, that appears 
always Beautiful, and always Charming, 
yet is at all times Decent, and at all times 
Chaft ; the Second like a Prudent and well- 
bred Husband, whoſe very Sway ſhews his 
Complaiſance,' and whoſe very Indulgence 
ſhews his Authority. 


7 am, 
Dear Sir, | 
0704.30. 
” | BE. Tour moſt Humble 
Servant, 

ts : 

John Denais. 
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To: Mr. Dryden. 
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| "HS no Man writes to his Friends with 
greater Eaſe, or with more Chearful 
heſs,than my felfz and tho T have lately had 
the Preſumprion to place you at rhe Head 
of that ſmall Party, nevertheleſs I have 


| experienc'd with Grief, chat in writing B 
3 you I have not found-my old Facility. '. Pi 
k Since I came to this place I-have taken © 
3 up my Pen ſeveral times in order to writs 
b to .you, but have conſtantly at the very p! 
Beginning found my ſelf Damp'd and Dilaf if 
: | bled; upon which I have been apt to bei &6 
: lieve that extraordinary Eſteem may ſome j, 
1 times make the Mind as Impotent as a Vio-M -&; 
leat Love. does the Body, and that the veW in 
hementDefire we have to exert it,extremelyM ge 
decays our Ability. I have heard of more he 
than one luſty Gallant, who,th& he could w 
os; at any time with: Readineſs and Vigaur.W nc 
\ +, poſſeſs the Woman whom he lov'd but ar 
moderately, yet when he has been about toll H 
give his darling Miftreſs, whom he has.veW ti 
hemently and long defir'd, the firſt lat T 
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 * ſevprall Octaſions:: 47 
Proof of his Paſſion, has found on a ſudden 
that his Body has Jaded and grown reſty 
under his Soul, and gone: backward the 
fifter, the more he has ſpurr'd it forward. 
Efteem has wrought a like effeCt upon my 
Mind. My extraordinary- inclination  to- 
ſhew thar I honour you at anextraordinary 
rate, and to ſhew it in words that might 
"WI not be altogether unworthy Mr. Dryden's 

E” Peruſal, incapacitates'me to perform the 
very aCtion to-which it incites me, and 
Nature finks in me under the fierce Efforts 
But I hope you will have the Goodneſs to 
pardon a Weakneſs that proceds from a 
Cauſe like this; and to confider that I had 
_ you more if_I had honour'd'youleſs. 
ho knows bur that yet I may pleaſe you, 
if you encourage me to* mend 'my Faulr 
to'which if you knew but the Place I amr 
in, Charity would engage you, tho Ju- 
ſtice could not oblige you. For I am here 
in a Defart, deprivid of Company, and 
depriv'd of News ; in a Place where I can 
hear nothing at all of - the Publick, and 
what proves .it ten times more a Deſart, 
nothing at all of you : For all who are 
at preſent concern'd for their Countrey's 
Honour, hearken more after your Prepara- 
tives, than thoſe: for the next Campaigne. 
Theſe laſt may poſſibly turn to our Ce 
100, 
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fion, {d uncertain are the Events of War j 
but we know that whatever you undertake 
muſt prove Glorious to Exg/evd, and ths. 
the French' may meet with. Succeſs in the, 
 Field;by you we are ſure to Conquer them, 

In War there are a thouſand. unlook'd for 
accidents which happen every day, and WW -- 
Fortune appears no where. more like het WM * 
{elf ; but in a Combat of Wit, the more MW 

Humane Conteation, and the more Glori«: 
ous Quarrel, Merit will be always ſure to, 
prevail : And therefore,-thd T can but hope 
that the Confederate Forces will give chaſe 
to De Lorges and Zuxembargh,” I am very 
confident that Bo:zleau and Racine will be 
forced to ſubmit to you- Judge therefore 
if T, who very much love my Country, 
and who ſo much eſteem you, muſt not 
with a great deal of Impatience expe& tg 
hear from you, Ee, ef 


Buſby- Heat h, 
Jan.1693. 
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1 Ty Mr. Dryden. 


ry Dear Sir, . | Th #2 
7 OU -may ifee already by this Preſump=- ' 
tuous greeting, that Encouragement 
pives-as much Afﬀurance-to Friendſhip, as 
FK-imparts,toLove. -You.may ſee too, that 


a Friend 'may ſomerimes- proceed to ac- . 


knowledge AﬀeCion, .by the very ſame De- 


-grees/by which a Lover declares his Paſſion, 
'This'laft-at firſt confeſſes Eſteem, yet owns 


no Paſſion. but - Admiration.” But as foon 


as he is Animated-by one kind Expreſſion, 


his 'Look, his Style,,.and his 'very Soul 'are 


| altered, -Bur as Sovereign Beauties know 


very well, thathe who confeſſes he Eſteems 


_ and Admires rhem, implies that heiLoves 


them, or 1is-inclin'd to Lovethenyz. a Per- 
fon. of Mr. Dryder's Exalted Genius, can 
diſcern very-well, that when we eſteem him 


highly, *tis Refpett reftrains- us if we ſay 


no-more.. For'where great Efteem is with- 
ent AﬀeQtion, *cis often atrended with En- 
'vy, if nat with Hate ; which Paſſions De- 
traCt even when they «Commend, and Si- 


tence is their: higyeſtPanegyric. *Tis indeed: 


1npoilibie. 


' impoſſible, that I ſhould refuſe to Love a 
 Man,whohasſo often givenme allthepleaſure 


Paſſions, the recourſe to your Verſes has 


which made it conteman Tranquillity. But 
.tho you have fo often given me all the 


OF.” 2” + FF, 
EF, 


co  Lrerters on 


that the moſt Inſatiable Mind can-defire; 
when at any.timel have been. DejeCted b 
Diſapointments, -or Tormented by cruel 


Calm'd my Soul, or raisd it to Tranſports 


pleaſure I was able to bear, I have reaſoq 
co complain of you on this account, that 
you have confin'd my Delight to a narrow: 
er compals. Suckling, Cowley and Denham, 
who-formerly Raviſh'd me. in ev'ry part 
of them, now appear taſtleſs 'to me in 
moſt, and Waler himſelf, with all his Gal 
lantry, and all” thar Admirable Art of hi 
turns, appears three quarters. Proſe to mt 
Thus *cis plain that your Muſe has done me 
an jnjury ; but ſhe has made me amends fo 
it. For ſhe is like thoſe Extraordinary 
Women, . who, beſides the Regularity 0 
their Charming Features, beſides their en- 
gaging Wit, have Secret, Unaccountable, 


Enchanting Graces, which the. they have 


been long and often Enjoy'd, make them 
always-new and always deſirable. I re& 
turn you my hearty thanks, for your moſt 
obliging Letter.. Ihad been very unreaſon- 
able if I had Repin'd that the Favour 
riy 
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riv'd no ſooner. *Tis allowable to' grum- 
bleatthe delaying a payment;but tomurmur 


at the cas 2 Benefit, is tobe impu- 
u 


dently.ungrateful beforehand: The Com- 
mendations which you give me, exceeding» 
ly footh my Vanity. For you with a breath 
can beſtow or confirm Reputation; awhole 
Numberleſs People Proclaims the praiſe 
which you give, and the Judgments of 
three mighty Kingdoms appear to _ 
upon yours. The People gave me ſome 


_ lttle applauſe before, but to whom, when 


they are in humour will they not give it, 
and to whom when they are froward will 
they not refuſe it? Reputation with them 


. depends upon Chance, unleſs they are gui- 
'ded' by thoſe above them. They are but 


the keepers as it were of the Lottery; which 
Fortune fets up for Renown ; upon which 


\ Fameis bound to attend with her Trumpet, 


and Sound when Men draw the Prizes. 


Thus I had rather have your Approbation 


than the applauſe of Fame. Her commen- 


dation argues good luck, but Mr. Dryden's 


implies defſerr. Whatever low opinion I. 
"have hitherco had of my ſelf, I have ſo grear 
, a value for your Judgment, that, for the 


ſake of that, I ſhall be willing hence-for- 
ward to believe that I am not wholly deſfert- 


leſs ; but that you may find me ſtill more 


E 2 Sup» 


"ferrral Occaſions ox \ 


Fl 
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Supportable, 1 ſhall endeavour tocompen- 


fate whatever I want in thoſe plittering 


Qualities, by which: the World is dazled, 


with Truth, with Faith, and with Zeal to ' 


ſerve. you ; qualities which for their rarity, 


might be objes of wonder, - but that Mea 


dare not appear to admire them; -becauſe 
their Admiration would manifeſtly declare 
theic want of them. ' Thus Sir, let me af- 


ſure you, that th youare icquainted with: 
ſeveral Gentlemen, whoſe Ejoquence and: 
Wir may capacirate them to offer their-ſer-'/ 
vice with more Addreſs to you, yet no one 
can declare himſelf, with greater Chearful- 
neſs, or with greater. Fidelity, or with 


more profound Reſpe& than my ſelf. 


, Sir, 


Ta ir moſt, &c. 


March 3. 1693, 
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Ar. Dryden to Mr. Dennis. 


My Deax Mr. Dennis, - : 43G 
A J Hen read a Letter fo full of my 
Commendations as your 'laft, 'I 
cannot but conſider you as the Maſter of a 
vaſt Treaſure, who having more than e- 
nough for your felf, are forc'd to ebb out 
upon your Friends. You have indeed the 
beſt right to give them, ſince you ' have 
them in Propriety 3 but they are no more - 
mine when I receive them, than. the Light 
of the Moon can' be allowed 'to. be her 
own, who ſhines but by. the Reflexion of 
her Brother. Your own Poetry is a more 
. Powerful Example, to prove that the -Mo- 
dern Writers may enter into compariſon 
with the Ancients, than any which Per- . 
rault could produce in France ; yer neither 
he, nor you who are a better Critick, can 
perſuade me that there is any room left for 
a Solid Commendation at this time of day, 
at leaſt for me. If I undertake the Tran- 
{lation of . Firgil, the little which I can - 
perform will ſhew atJeaſt, that no Man js 
fit to write after him, in a” barbarous _ | 
Feria 
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dern Tongue. Neither will his Machineg* 
be of any ſervice to a Chriſtian Poet. . We; 
ſce how ineffeCtually they have been.try'd: 
by Toſs, and by Ariofto. 'Tis uſing them) 
too dully if we only make Devils of his! 
Gods : As if, for Example, I would raiſe; 
a Storm, and make uſe of Acs/ws, with this 
only difference of calling him Prince of the; 
Air. What invention of mine would there' 
be in this; or who would not ſee. Virgil) 


, thorqugh me ; only the ſame trick play'd\W1 


over again by a Bungliog Juggler? Boileau 
has well obſerved, that it 1s an eafie matter: 


in a Chriſtian Poem, for God to bring the! 
Devil to reaſon. I think I have given x; 


better hint for New Machines in my Prey 
face to Fuvenal ; where I have particularly. 
recommended two Subjefs, one of King 
Arthur's Conqueſt of the Szxons, and the! 
other of the Black Prince in his Conqueſt of: 
Spain. But the Guardian Angels of Moy 
narchysand Kingdoms, are not to be touch'd: 
- by every.hand. A, Man muſt be' deeply! 
converſant jn the Platonick Philoſophy toi 
deal with them ; And therefore I may rea! 
{onably expe& that no Poet of our Agg' 
will preſume to handle thoſe Machines, fop! 
fear of diſcovering his own Ignorance ; of' 
if heſhould, he might perhaps be Ingratezi 
ful cough ngt tg own pig for his Benefar! 

WY 3: + » on 


ſeveral Occaſions. oo 
Rour. | After I have confeſs'd thus much of 
our: Modern Heroick Poetry, I cannot but 
conclude with Mr. Ry» — that our Engliſh 
Comedy is far- beyond any thing of the 
Ancients. And notwithſtanding our. irre- 
ularities, ſo: is our Tragedy. Shakeſpear 
a Genius for it; and we know, 1n ſpite 
of -Mr. R —- that Genius alone is a greater 
Virtue (if 1 may ſo call it) than all other 
Qualifications put together. You ſee whar . 
ſucceſs this Learned Critick has found in 
the World, after his Blaſpheming Shakes 
ear. Almoſt all the Faylts which he has 
Ecawer'd are truly there; yet. who will 
read Mr. Rym+——or not read Shakeſpear ? 
For my own part I reverence Mr. Rym—s 
Learning, but I deteſt his Ill Nature and: 
his: Arrogance. I indeed, and ſuch as-I, 
have reaſon to be afraid of him, but Shake- 
bear has not, - There 3; another partzof Po- . 
etry in which the Engliſh ſtand almoſt up- 
on an equal foot with the Ancients ; and 
tis-that which we call Pindarique ; iatro-. 
duced but not perfefted by our- Famous 
Mr. Cowley : and of this, Sir, you are cer- 
of tainly one of the. greateſt Maſters. You 
WF have the: Sublimity of Senſe as well as 
Sound, and know how far the Bo!dneſs of 
a Poet may lawfully extend. I could wiſh 
you would cultivate this kind'of QJe ; and 
E 4. reduce 
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reduce itelther to the fame:Vieafures whith 
Pinder usd, or give new Meaſures of yony: 
| own.: For, as it'18, it tooks like a vaft Fra 
E* of Land newly 'difcoverd. The Sott:'S' 
F; - wonderfully Fruitfal, but Unmarur'd; 

verſtock'd with Inhabitants 3 but almoſtall 

Salvages, without Laws, Arts, Arms; of 
Policy. I remember Poor Nat. Lee,. whd 

was then upon the Verge'of Madneſs, yet' 

made a Sober, and a Witry Anſwer to'i 
Bid. Poet, who told. him, Ir was an eafie 

thing to write like a Madman 5 No, faid bg 
"fis a very difficult to write like a Madman, 
| but "tis a very eafie maiter to write like 4 
= Fool, Otway and He are fafe by Death 

frem all Attacks, but we poor Poets Milk 
tant (to uſe Mr. Cowley's Expreſſion) art 
" at rhe Mercy of Wretched Scribb!ers : And 
when they cannot faſten upon our Verſey 
' » they fallupon our Morals, our Priticiples 
of State and Religion, For my Pripciple 
of Religion, F will not juſtifie them to you. 
I know yours are far different. For the 
ſame Reafon I ſhail ſay nothing'/of my Prit 
ciples 'of *' State. | I believe you in yours 
follow the Difates of your Reaſon, as1 
1n mice do thoſe of my Conſcience, If-1 
thought my 1elf in an Error E-would 1& 
tract it; I am ſure that I fuffer for them;" 
and Milton makes even the Deyil ſay. 
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That ao. Crearure is in love. with: Pain; 
For my Morals, betwixe Man and Man, 1: 


am\not tobe 'tny own Judge.- I appeal 'to' 


the World if F have Deceiv'd or Defrauded 
ary Mar And for. my private: Converig-: 


tion; rhey whoſce me every day can be che 


beſt VV itneffes, whethet or. no it be Blame- 
leſs and Inoffenfive. Hitherto I have no 
reaſon to "complain thar- Men .of either 
Party Thum my Company. I have never 
been an Impudent Beggar at the Doors of: 
Noblemen; My Viſits. have 1ndeed been 
tqo rare to. be unacceptable 3 and but juſt 
enough ro teſtifie my Gratitude: for their 
Bounty, which I have frequently received, 


but always unask'd, -as themſelves will 


Witneſs. Þ have written tore than I needs 
ed-to you or rhis SubjeCt © For I dare fay 
you juſtifie me to your ſelf.-- As for: that 
which Tfirſt intended for rhe Principal:Sub-: 
jet of this-Letrer, which is my Friend's 
Paſſion and his Deſign of Marriage, on 


'better conſideration 1 have chang'd my 
- Mind: For having ha# the Honour to ſeg 
my Dear Friend W#/ycherly's Letter to hinron 


that occaſion, T find nothing to be added 
or amended. But as well asI l»ve Mr. Wy- 
cherly, I confeſs I love my ſelf ſo well,rhat 
T will notfhew how much I am inferiour to 


him in Wit and Judgment ; by undertaking 


any 
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, any thing after him. There is Mzſes and 
the Prophets in his Counſel. Fopirer and. 
Jen, as the Poets tell us, made Tirefia i -* 
their- Umpire, in a certain Merry Diſpute, 

which fell out in Heav'n betwixt them, 
Tireſfies. you know had been.of both Sexes,. 
and therefore was a Proper Judge ; our 
Friend Mr. Wycherly is full as competent an 
Arbitrator, He has been a Batchelor, and 

' Marry'd> Man, and is now. a Widower.. 
Virgil ſays of Ceneas, _ 


Nunc Vir nunc Femina Cencus, 
Rurſns & in veterem fato revoluta figurame. 


Yet I ſuppoſe he will not give any Jarge! 
commendations to his middle State : Nor! 
as the Sailer ſaid, will be fond after a Ships; 
wrack to put to Sea again. If my Friend;; 
will Adveature after this, I can but- wiſh 


him a'good Wind, as being hts and | &: 

My Dear Mr. Dennis, 4 g 

1 Tour moſt Aﬀellionate hy " 
and moſt F dithfol Servant: - 

John Dryden, A 
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Written for My Lady C. to her Cou: 


i fin Ro; of the Temple, By 
_ Mr. Dennis. 
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After ſhe had received from him P | 
_ Copy of: Verſes. on her Beauty, | 


-  Confin, 
T Received yours with the Verſes inclos'd, 
' and here return you my hearty thanks, 
tor the Face, - the Shape, the Meen, which 
you have ſo generoully beftow'd upon me. 
From: looking upon 'your Verſes ] went to 
my Glaſs. But, Jeſu / The difference ! Th& 
- I bought it' to Flatrer me, . yet-Compar'd 
to you, I found ita Plain-Dealer. ' It ſhow'd 
me immediately thar I have been a great 
deal more beholding to you, than I have 
been to Nature. For ſhe. only form'd me 
not Frightful, but you have made meDivine. 
| But as you have been great dealkinder than 
'E Nature has been to me, I think my {elf 0- 
bliged in Requital, to be a good deal more 
Liberal chan Heay'n has bgen to you, and 
Wi. | FF 
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to allow you as largea Stock of Wit as you 
have giv'n me of 'Beauty. Since ſo Honef 
a"Gentteman as your fetf, has Stretcht 
Conſcience to commend my Perſon, I am 
bound "in. Gratitude to do Violence to my 
| Reaſon, to Extol yaur Verſes. When [ left 
the Town; I delir'd you to furgifh me 
with the News of the Place, and the 
firſt thing I have receiv'd from you, i 
4Copy of Verſeson my Beauty.By whichyay 
Dexterouſly infet, that the maſt extraor- 
dinary piece of News you can ſend me, 1s 
to tell me that I am Hanſome. By which 
ingenious - Inference, you had Infallibly 
brought the Scandal of a Wit upon-yoy, 
if your Verſes had nor ftood up in you 
Juſtification. - But tell me truly Couſin, 
could you think -that I ſhould prove ſo eafy 
a Creature as to believe all that you haw 
faid of me? How could you find in your 
heart to make ſuch a Fool of 'me, and ſuch 
a Chear of your ſelf ? To Intoxicate me 
with Flattery, and draw me in to Truck 
my lirtle Stock of Wir and Judgment, for 
a meer Imagination of Beauty ; when the 
Real thing too, falls ſo infinitely ſhort-of 
what you would make me exchange for the 
very Fancy 'of it. For, Coufin', there 
1s this confiderable Difference 'between 
the Merit of Wit and Beauty 5 that Men: 
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Y are never Viokntly Influenc'd by Beauty, - 
unleſs it has weaken'd their Reaſon. Aad 
neverfeel half the force of W it, .unlefstherr 
Judgments are Sound. The principal time 
in which thoſe of your Sex admire Beaury 
in ours, is between Seventeen and Thirty, 
that is, after they are palt their Innocence, 
and before they are come to their Jadg- 
metits. And now Couſin, have not you 
been Commeniding a pretry Quality in-me, 
to Admire which, as I have juft ſhewn you, 
ſappoſes not _ a Corrupted Wall, buta 
raw Underſtanding. Beſwdes, how Frail, 
how Tranſitory is mn! Nature :deprives us 
of irat Thirty, if Diſeaſes ſpare it till then; 
By which conſtant proveeding, -ſhe ſeems: * 
wo Imply, that ſhe gives it usas a Gugan to 
pleaſe'us in the 'Childhood of our Reaſons?; 
and takes ir from us .as a. thing below us, 
awhen'we come ro yearsof Diſcretion. Thus 
Couſin, have you beencommending a Qua- 
lity.iin me, which has nothing of 'true Me- 
ricin it, and of which 1 have no. greater 
a ſhare, than'to keep me frombeing ſcan-' 
.dalous. So thar all I-could :have gor by 
your kindneſs, -if | had parted wich my 
_ Judgment, .in-order [to 'reap the benefit of . 
 /tt, had been nothing bur wretched Conceir, + 
-and [ridiculous Aﬀ/eCtation, If I :choughr 
*r | you 
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6  _Laxrike'n.. _ 
you had m_ of the Gallant Man in youll th 
to take what E ſay in good part, I woul ha 
adviſe you: to engage no further in Poetry th 
Be rul'd by a Woman for once, and min 'to 
your Cook upon Littletov., Rather Pettifog © 
than Flatter. For if you are reſolved tf - 
be a Cheat, you will ſhow at leaſt ſom." 
Conſcience, in reſolving rather to choulff -: 
People of their Money, than to Bubbly 
them of their Underſfandings. Belide 
Couſin, you have: not a Genius whic 
will make a great Poet, and be pleaſed tallff - 
conſider, that a ſmall Poet is a ſcandalou— 
Wight, that indifferent Verſes are verjiiff 
þad ones, and that an Infipid . Panegyri 
, Upon another 1s a ſevere Libel upon your 

ſelf. Beſides, there will ſtart up. a Satyt 

one day, and then woe be to Cold Rimers 

. Old Exgzlaniis not yet ſo Barren, but ther 

will ariſe ſome generous Spirit, who, beſide 

a Stock of Wir and good Senſe, which 

are no very common Qualities, will no 
only be furniſhed” with a ſound Judgment, 


which is an Extraordinary Talent ; but 

with a true taſt for Eloquence and Wit, 

which is fcarce any where to be found, 

and which 'Comprehends not. only a juſt 

Diſcerament, but a fine Penetration, and 

a delicate Criticiſm, Such a Satyriſt 3 
| t 
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"this, Couſin, muſt ariſe, and therefore you "2 
had beſt take care, by a Judicious Silence, 

that whenever he appears, he may be'ſure 
'z0.divert you, and not afflict you. 
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7 0 Mr——— at ; Will's Cofſee- baſ 


in Covent-Garden, 


Received your Panegyrick upon Pun 
which Lo approve of, that I am rq 
olved to get it Say and bound up wit 
Ers/mus his praiſe ' Folly. Yet to con 
feſs a Truth, I was ai; diſſatisfied i 
ſee Quibbling commended with ſo -mud 
Wit. For nothing can be writ with mon 
err re Lercer to the Tanga of thi 
11bbles ; which I ſuppoſe you in erted þ 
_—_— Þ ſo many Nag ary are ſo fine 
laid, Peſt theſe ſhould have render'd- ya 
too'Vain, or too much have Mortify*d mel 
But pray, after this Panegyrick upon Quiky 
bles, give me. leave to ask you the ſaay 
Queſtion that the Lacedemonians ask'd tl 
Sophiſter, who harangu'd in the Praiſe 
Hercules, By the way, did you ever expt 
to. hear a Quibble compar'd to Hen 
"Thete's a Simite for you. 'I think, as Now 
Hays, that's New. You, who are cry*d:uy 
for ſo great a Wit, tell me, withour Envy 
"could you ever have thought upon that 
But to return to my Queſtion. Here 79 x I 
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ave for all w | my Eng. And 
eevly, 1 think char for the Management of 
Quit bles and Dice, there is no 'Man alive . 
comer "near him. And let me tell you, Sir, 
for all your new Emulation; he is a better 
Quibbler than you. But it is high tinieto 
pive over Raillesy : For if you were my 
Father a Thouſand times, let me die if I. 
would not rigorouſly examine that part of - 
— kgyyres which pretends to defend Qj1ib- 
bling. You fay rhat I am too Nice, and 
tharmy Averſion has ſomething it1n, that is 
yery like AﬀeQtation : Bur here you moſt 
give me leave to turn your own Simile up- 
on you. Can a Man be juſtly accusd"of 
Niceneſs or AﬀeQation, becauſe he appears _ 
618 offended ar a'Stink> When I tell|you that 
ww Quibbling is excreamly Fooliſh ; You know 

vis Fooliſh enough, you reply ;bur- it is 
@ Fookſh thing that diverts. And do you 
"Fl think” this knowledge of it will'excuſe the 
0 "ara Give me'teave ro reſume the afore- 
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e_— TE No this gen be to ſp 
.at Wis? Can there be a more] 
it, chan that {o" many C Gd 
e fo very much of it,ſha 
Fool to divert one 4 


* cher? Bur for God's ſake, , what SY 


n you ſay a Quibble divercs.yt 
; It makes you Laugh, Uwarrant? Whyh 


carclt Coxcombs about the -Towa.(h 


- put-do you in Laughing at any time. - 


..tore who has dealt Impartially. wich h # 


y . "Children, and. who has given thearh 

._ewo diſtinftions from Beafts, reaſon Þ 
Laughter, bas, where ſhe has-beſtow'dl 

more of the One; conferr'd the lels off 

Other < And therefore a Coxcomb wlll 

at . If potiveg, Ay, that indeed, fy, yc 

of-a Fool. Well ! My Dart! 
w_ 4 fo much KindneBs for thee, chat 
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Bur Fay am. I for the Diyer 
7 be: palbiabl Men and of Genaemen. 
be any Diverſion in Quibbling, 
bees be. ion of which a Fool and's wo 
| 8.45 capable as. is che. beſt of you. nd 
"therefore Be. Johnſon, who writ oy 
thi 1g wich Judgmeor, 'and'who knew the 
Scum of the. People, whenever be. brings 
F, In 2 Porter or Tapkard-Bearer, is fure'to 
atroduce him Quibbling. But if Punning 
+be 2 Diverſioo, it 15 a very ſirange one. 
hs re is as much difference between ths 
bly SatisfaQtion which we have from a 
,Quibble, and the raviſhiog Pleaſure which 
"4 ſe receive from a FE | Thoug t, as 
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| there is betwikt a Faint'Saluce and Fruition;” ; 
at would you have us do, you rye" 


Menofthe great: Patts are no'more to be, 


_ with Wit always about them, tha 
| res with always the Ready.” 


you,. Sir, 7 the firſt Step to 

Wi Nom s to be freed from- Es 
Belt A Approach 'to_Wit"is a4 rempt of 
gibbl If it” happeris ar any cime\ 
at yo Lars ndt your Wit about you, We 


will <ither have Patience fuch time as you! 
have, or take good ſenſe in the lieu of itz + 
If you are nor in a Condition to Delig he L x * 
we will be'contented to be inftruQted ; well + 

rl make your Toftruftion nouriſh 6 Dug 


, ſo turn even that to Delight, Way 
there 'Þ fomerhing Noble in ri on Really 0 
and conſeq vently —_— Dcligh . 
Truth is 3, via Beautifu that iv mdl 
eaſe Eteroally 3 but falſhood' is baſe, avg 
» all generous Minds, and eyery 
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L | - Dear Sir, 42 . | 

1M Ls | Hd you are alread indebted its; 

| ter to me, yet. 1. chigk fit .co. give 
Fo credir for another 3 th9d perhays JR. 
s y lirtle defire to ruo into;Debt.this way.: 


US But it is for two Reaſons hat 1. give. you 
vl EEO ble of this. For,s in ME ice 

I” Na n caking a tyrn for a little teh 
F and: deſign. thar-che. P NP 
Nh Mhogld make {c Ne ame ds fo 


i=8 my ae us L.threm my ſelf + a. 'De- 
hd £27 which march'd from Wks to 

: With the Ame Ren eſign that © vo 
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IE. Calan. went to Breft, to. keep out © 
the Fray, and be SpeQators of agros 
However, before they. were come to Blowy 
I went. amongſt the Tents, and had ſomg 
diſcourſe with Major-General Re»—=whionk 
Z found. tobe Father to. \Mr,Baystis 4 Pt 5 
wopes -. For the Major-General 16a 
Hone(t Fellow, who ſells Ale by the Tos 7g, 
Wall : We had the Satiofaftion to-ſce A 
| .and the whole Sicg 7 
Was. Ca | L ke 
with a = deal. more Noiſe than Mit 
chief. - On Monday laft which Was the | & 
cond of Septembzr,  T travell'd into the 
Tity,, where I had the SatisfaQi 4 
'two very ridicylous Sights. The 
\ - a Bawd carted for an ation which haf 
48 ome relation ro that memorable Day. Fa 
| © _" the was convitted of being an Accomplits 


| Es ha” os es 


mY 


ſertiq, Fire to an. og ie and Ver a 
of the City, that js, The was found \ 
--1oſtre _ ow oo a Clay : 


Feller \ was Ae track up Ls, Bren Ac fr 
3 thors to ſend them away to the Pl ntations 
Ez YThele Authors are Criminals, w which bo 
> i cwrghy to be burne La, have at 1; 


ith Tranſpor | 
£100] + 
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ound Grace and got 0 


of af tion. You remember the bevrible New 
"Fl that weheard at P —— which,as ir 
ff from # ridiculous Occaſion; "that 'i5; ay 
Lady Mayoreſles Goffippiog, bas” tad: 'N 
Fo cal Conſequence, 'For the Common- 
Council have: made an' Order, by which 
my Lady Ma! 5h is diſpens'd during the 
Ars, fm & eing thoſe Children born'ia 
the City, which” are got in the Suburbs; 
that Is from being eſent at one of cheir | 
Wave's Labours, But *tis time to return 
the Fair. Laſt Night I took a turn in 
the, Cloiſters, where 1 was eotertain'd with 
i do many. Dialogues between Vizour 
and Vallaocy Wig, .vpon which 1 ſeady 
you to be Judge, whether my Eyes or my 
Eirs were the better Entertain'd of the 
two. For I heard a great deal of Unintel- 
'"Igible Language, addrefs'd toagreat many 
Inviſible Faces. © As if becauſe the Wo 
| goo had refolv'd not to be Seen, ''the 
IS Men had determin'd not to be Underſtood; 
i and had in revenge Eclips'd the Light of 
LS their Underſtandin by FFulan: -as the 
others had obſcur'd t Luſtre of their Eyes 
* Velver, Formerly. the Ladies made 
BY bic of White and Red' to atraQt, but 
s k ithin theſe Thirty Years black has ſuc- 
y «li and the. Devil js found more 
"l F 3- remipting 
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To Mr. Congreve: 


7 Dear Sir, 4 3 aus 
\F Have now read over theFox,in which th6 
Tadmire'the ſtrength of Bey. Johnſon's. 
: ent, yet I'did nor find it fo accurate 
' BTexpeted. For firſt the very thing up 
on which the whole Plot turns, and that is 
the Diſcovery which Moſces makes to Boga 
rioz ſeems ro me, to be very unreaſonable. 
For 1 can ſee no Reaſon, why he ſhould 
make that Diſcovery which introduces Bo- 
'worio into his Maſters Houſe. For the 
eaſon which the Poet makes Moſca give 
-m the Ninth Scene of the rhird AQ, ap- 
pears to be a very Abſurd one; Secondly 
| Corbaccio the Father of Boxario is expos d 
for his Deafneſs, a Perſonal defe& ; which 
is contrary totheend of Comedy TInftruQi 
en. For Perſonal DefeAs cannot be amend- 
ed'; and the' expoſing ſuch, can never 
"Divert atiy but half-witted Men. Jr can- 
* not fail to bring a" thinking Man to refle& 
pon the Miſery of Human'Nature ;'2nd © 7 
mto what he may fall anas khnacy” -w ae 0 
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is atiline, alleni even ; 
is but that is only a So = 
ture, andnot an Inconfiſtence, ncon- i 
"Ritbaky of. che Charatter 8 mn k Bo 
| hea $<irt Coxcombe, in the: Condut A 
] mer iple ani he creneg 239 GAY 
"ly. in as firſt four. la which the Poet ofs 
nds firſt againſt that Fam'd rule Iwhi ch : 
Horace age or the CharaQers. | ; 


- * Servetur ad imum, = 
Reals ab incepro reads, ef ſh4 conſtets 


And: Secondly , againſt Nature, pad 
which, all the rules are grounded. For fo; 
ſrange-an Alteration, in fo little a time, is 
not in Nature, -unleſs it happens yo the. 
Aceident of ſome violcat paſtion ; which: 
is. not the caſe here. Yo/poze on the ſude- 
den behaves himſclf without common Dif-- 
cretion, in the'Condutt of that very Aﬀair Þ "+ 
which he had manag'd with ſo much Dex- I} - -- 
oy for. the ſpace of three Years toge« = | ++ 


...ther, For why docs he diſguiſe himſelf} ft 
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To Mr. Congreve. 


- Dur bt, 


* will not augwent the Trouble which ; 


ieyoh Waning an Apology i 


Tho I am hes n 


| wry = a'trifle as he 
i rey iFrpg a trifle writ Extempore, 1 
mough to _ on expe a labour'd L 
- But becauſe in the Inclos'd, I haif 
f particularly of Be. Johnſon's Fog 


defite to ſay three or four words of -ſomp 


of his Plays more generally. The PlotsY 
eo be the ſilent Woman, the Alchimift 


all ofthemvery Axrful.But thelntriguesofth i 
Fox, and the % himiſt, ſeem to me tolks 


More dexterouſly perplexcd, thanto be 


pily diEmaogled, But the Gordian kn ; 


4n the Silent Woman is untyed wag 


hor uch Felicity, that that alone, may * 
to ſhow Be Fohnſon no ordinary Hert 


But, then perhaps, the Silent-Woman em: ; 


want the very Foundation of a good Cv! 
dy; which-the other two cannot - be-: 


to want, For it leems to me, to be yall 4 


2 . 
vx 
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; we a Oo "EMS 
TH 7ok on wiis ne LI "An zule | | 
= Moſes Charafter, wh re 
. or Inftruftion.and fir h my opinion, 
Ritute "the moſt Eſſential Difference, 
kewie FREGO and Comedy, that the Fol- 
7 wn are expos'd in * atce are Lingu- 


& are particular, which a 
ed in Coinedy. Theſe laft are. tl 


be Auppos'd Infe&ed, and to. which all may 
Ye ſuppos'd Obnoxious. But the firſt are 
ſo very odd, that by Reaſon of their Mott 
 Frous Extravagance, they cannot be thoughe 
'20' concern an Audience ; and cannot be 
ppoſcd to inftruft them. For the reſt of 
th RS Chabadens'; in theſe Plays, they are for 
the moſt part true, and Molt of che Humo- 
tous Charaters- Maſter-pieces,, For Bew 
_ Jebaſon's Fools, ſeem to ſhew. bis Wit' 
-orear deal more then his Men of Senſe. 
; Admire his Fops,and but barely Efteem his 
CE n. Ben ſeems to draw Deformuy 
o the Life —_ —_ _ is often 
er to ue Folly, that he forgets to 
Pogo a wih him. For the Dia- 
ogue, it. ſcemsto want very often that Spi- 
Nl fit, "Fine Grace, and that Noble Railery, 
& Which aretobe found in aan” 
bh |'a an 


w» 


£3 ot \ E 
eat? > 57 I PREFER be this 
+] RE E 
=> 
A, 


. 1 . 
" 
ﬆ 
Th 
« 
5 


nd 7 nt 
ulſho pdt ey dl 
ws trouble. Now to touch a Paſſiony 
| s ſarelt way p coloieks. For coching of g 
- cates like ir. Agitation is the Health and: 
Joy -of che Soul, of which ir is { enti; þ vl 
fond, that even then, when we imagine wlll = 

ſeek Repoſe, we only ſeek Agitation, Ia 

Ww what a Famous Modero Crank th 

of Comedy. K 
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Ht fant que (es ateurs badinent elm, f 
Noe ; wy Noead bien formi ſe denoue if 

.. (ment 5 

.&ye {' ation Merchant os ls raiſon ls 44 
NeſeperdeFamma dans une Scens vnide, 
xe [on Stile humble et dow ſe releue a pro 
_—_ : 

(ue ſes diſcours per tout fertiles en bons mats 
S2ient pleins de paſſions fnement manidds, 

. Et hes Scemes toujours Puye al gntre licks, © 


.._ T leave you to make the Aplicacie G 
Jobnſon-r-Winweree 1 have faid my A | by 


Mk Congens, to MT Je f nk! 


Ye "I 


O U write to me, that you haveE Er 
Y tertained your ſelf two or three ays ? 
. Vich reading ſeveral Comedies, of ſever 
- Authors 3 and your Obſervation'is, that 
there is more of Humor iti our Englillf 
Writers, than in any of the other Comics 
Poets, Ancient or Modern. You defire'to 
know-my Opinion, and at the fame rims 
my Thought; of that which is Lo: ! 
calPd Humoer in Comedy. 
I agree with you, in an Impartial P: 
ference of "our Engliſh Writers, 'in 1 ht 
Particular, Bur if I tell'you my Thoughts 
of © Hemour, I muſt at the ſame time cor i 
feſs, thar what I rake for true Humour, | 
not been ſo often written even by rhem 
is cgenerally*believed : And ſome who, ha 
valued the:nſclves,and have beerreſteem'd 2 
ot 
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| ſeweral Occafions. gu 
Others, for that kind of Writing, have ſeldom 2 
touch'd upon it. To make this appear to' 
the World, would require.a long and la«- ” 
bour'd Diſcourſe, and ſuch as I neitheram +< ©! 
able nor willing to undertake. Bur ſuch _ 7 
ittle. Remarks, as may be continued-with= 
intheCompaſs ofaLetter,and fuch uopreme- 
diated Thoughts, as may be Communicated 
between Friend and Friend, without incurs. 
il tiog the Cenſure of the World, or ſetting 
wil up for a Di@ator, you ſhall have from me, . 
#ince you have enjoyn'd it, _ 
{To Define Humoar, perhaps, were as 
8 difficult, as ro Define Wz ; for like that, 

iy it is of infinite variety. To Enumerate the ſe- 
I veral Humours.of Men, were a Work as 

| wx as.to ſum up their ſeveral Opinions. 

And in my mind the Qxort homines tot Ser- 


Fl fentie, might have. been: more properly 1n+ 
of terpreted of Humour; fince there are many 


Men, of the ſame Opinion in. many. things, 4 
who are yet quite different in Humours. 4 


But th6 we cannot certainly-tell what Wir 

$.or, what Humour, is yet” we may go 

fear to ſhew-fomething, which is not #/ze 

ull or not Aumonr 5 and-yer often miſtaken for - 
208 boch. And lince I have mentioned Ht and = 
my Hemour together, let me make the - firſt 
Diſtinftion. between them, and obſerve to 
you chat Wis #4. often wiſtalen {or Hu hoon 
2 < : G | 
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' _ T have obſerved, that when a few things {| 
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have been. Wittily and Pleaſantly ſpoken 


by aby Character? in a Comedy; it has 
been very uſual for thoſe, who make their 


| Remarks ona Play,while it is aCting, to ſay, 


Sach''a thing is wery Humorouſly (pokes 5 
There is 4 great Deal of Flumonr ſro thay | 


Part, Thus the Charatter of the Perſon 


ſpeaking, may be, Surprizingly and Plex. 


ſantly, . is miſtaken for a Character of H« 


#our ; which indeed is a CharaQer of Wit; 
But there is a great Difference between a: 


Comedy, wherein there are many things 
- Hunorouſly, as they call it, which is Plee 
ſantly ſpoken; and one, where there arg 


| ſeveral Charatters of Humour, diſtinguiſh'9: 
by- the Particular and” Different Humoury,! 


appropriated to the ſeveral Perſons repre 
| ſented, and which naturally ariſe, from 
.. the different Conſtitutions, Complexions, 
. and Diſpoſitions of Men. The ſaying 
Humorous Things, does not diſtinguiſh 
CharaQers ; For every Perſon in a Comedy 
. may be; allow'd to ſpeak them. From 3 


Witty Man they are expected ; and event 


Fool -may be permitted to ſtumble on 'em 


by chance. Tho I make a Difference be} 


twixt Wit and Humoar ; yetTI donot think 
that Humorous CharaQters exclude Wit; 
No,. but the Manner of Wis ſhould be.+- 
: | dapted 
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: dapted ro the. Humour.” As for Inſtance, 


a: Charatter of a Splenetick and Peeviſh 


\. Humour, (hould have a Satyrical Wit. A 


Jolly and Sanguine Humonr, ſhould have a 
Facetious Wir. The Former ſhould ſpeak 
Pofitively ; the Latter, Careleſly c For the 
former Obſerves, and ſhews things as they 
are ; the latter, rather 'overlooks Nature; 
and ſpeaks things as he would have them ; 
and. his Wit and Humonr have both of chem 
a leſs Alloy of Judgment than the others: 
As Wit, fo, its oppoſite, Folh, is ſome- 
times miſtaken for Humonr. 

* When a Poet brings a Chara@er on the 


Stage, committing a thouſand Abſurdities; 
and talking Impertinencies, roaring Aloud, 


and Laughing immoderately; on evety, or 
rather upon no occaſion 3 this 1s a Chara- 
Ter of Humour. 

" Is any thing more ' common, than' to 
have a pretended Comedy, ſtuff*'d with ſuch 
Groteſques , Figures , and Farce Fools ? 
Things, that either are not in Nature, or 
Vf they are, are Monſters, and Births of 


' Miſchancez and conſequently as ſuch, ſhould 
| be ſtifled, and tugd 


| ddled out of the way, 
like Sooterkins ; that Mankind may not. be 
Thock'd. with an appearing Poſſibility of 
the Degeneration of a God-like Spectes: 
For my part, I am as willing to Laugh, as | 
| OC 2 - any 


8 LexTTers on 


any body, and-as eaſily diverted with an” 


Obje& truly ridiculous : but at the ſame 
time, 1 can never care for ſeeing thin 
that force me to entertain low thoughts of 


my Nature. Tdont know how it is with. 
others, but I confeſs freely to you, I conld 


never look long upon a Monkey, without: 
very Mortifying RefleQtions ; thd I never 
heard any thing to the Contrary, why that 
Creature is not Originally of a Diftin& Spe- 


cies, As I dont think Humony excluſive of 


Wit, neither do I think it inconſiſtent 


with Folly ; but I think the Follies ſhould 


be only ſuch, as Mens Humours may-in- 
cline'em to ; and not Follies intirely ab- 


ſtratted from both Humour and Nature, 
Sometimes, Perſonal Defe@#s are miſre- 


preſented for Flumonrs. 


T mean, ſometimes CharaQters are bar-. 


baroufly expoſed on the Stage, ridiculing 
Natural Deformities, Caſual DefeQs in the 


Senſes, and Infirmities of Age. Sure the Poet | 


- muſt both'be very Il-natur'd himſelf, and 
think his Audience ſo, when he propoſes 
by ſhewing a Man Deform'd, or Deaf, '6r 
\ Blind, to give them an agreeable Enter- 


tainment ; and- hopes to raiſe their Mirth, 


by what is truly an obje& of Compaſſion. 
. But much need not be ſaid upon this Head 
_* to any body, eſpecially to you, who wow 
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 fewrral Occaſions. 8 | 
| of your Letters to me concerning Mr. John- > 
, | fSor's, Fox, have juſtly excepted againſt 
this Immoral part of R:dicule in Corbaceio's 
F _CharaQter; and there I muſt agree with 
; | you to blame him, whom otherwile I can- 
; & got cnough admire, for his great Maſtery 
+ | of true Humour in Comedy. 
- i  Bxternal Habit of Body # often miſtaken 
x - By External Habit, Ido not mean the Ri- 
f  diculous Dreſs or Cloathing of a Charatter, 
+ & td chat goes a good way in ſome received 
4 | (Charafers. (But undoubtedly a Man's 
- & Humour may incline him to dreſs different- 
. & ly from other People) But T mean a Sin- 
-  gularity of Manners, Speech, and Behavi- 
'Y our, peculiar to all, or moſt of the ſame 
Country, Trade, Profeſſion, or Education. 
I. cannot think, that a Humowr, which is 


1 only a Habit, or Diſpoſition contraQed by 
e | Uſe or Cuſtom; for by a Diſuſe, or Com- _ \: 
if Plyance with other Cuſtoms, - it may be 3 
4 worn off, or diverſify'd. _ 

" 7 Aﬀetation is generally miſtaken for Hu- 

A00ur, Aa | 

x "Theſe are indeed ſo much alike, that at 

kN. 2 Diſtance, they may be miſtaken one for 

on | the other. For what is Humonr in one, may 

id | - beAfe#tionin another;and nothing ismore 

> | common, than for ſome ro affe& particular - 
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ways of faying, and doing things, pecy-: 
Jiar tqothers, whom they admire and would:. 
imitate, Humour is the: Life, Aﬀe@ation; 
the PiQure. 'He that draws a CharaQter of! 
AﬀeFation, ſhews Humour at the Second} 
Hand; he at beſt but publiſhes a Tranfla«1 
tion, and his Pictures are but Copies. - ';i4 

. But as theſe two laſt diſtinQions are the 
Niceſt, ſo it may be moſt proper co Explain; 
ghem; ' by Particular Inſtances: from ſome; 
Author of Reputation. | Humoar | take, eisi 


ther to be born with us, and ſo of a Natu-: 


ral Grqwthz orelſe to be grafted into us, 
by ſome accidental change in the Conftituy) 


- tion, or revolution: of the Internal Habit: 


of Body; by which it becomes, if I may; 
ſo call it, Naturaliz'd. 


= 


Humour i is from Nature, Habit from Cun 
om; and Aﬀeitation from Induſtry. 


- Humour,” eEWS US ASWE, are. 
Hebit, ſhews us, as we appear, undera 
forcible Impreſſion. 
' Aﬀedation, ſhews what we would be, 
under a Voluntary. Diſguile. 7 
' Tho here F would obſerve by the ways 
that, x continued AﬀeCtation, may in time: 
become a Habit, _ 
The Charader- of Movofe i in the Silent 
Woman, | ttke to be a Charager of Hu-: 
Four: And | choole to Inſtance this i 
rater 
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rater 'to ou, from many -others of -the- 
ſame Author, 'becauſe I know it has been 
Condemn'd by many as Unnatural--and 
Farce': And you have your ſelf hinted ſome” 


_ diſlike of it, for the ſame Reaſon, ina Letr- 


ter to: me, concerning ſome. of Johnſon's 
Plays. * : 


.*Let us ſuppoſe Moroſe to be a Man Natu- 


rally 'Splenetick and 'Melancholly ; is there 
any thing more offenſive to-one of ſuch-a 
Diſpoſition, than Noiſe and Clamour?? Let 


_ any Man that has the Spleen (and there are 


enough in Evzglaxd ) be Judge. We ſee 


* common Examples of this Humour in lit-: 
'tle every day. *Tis ten to one, but three 
-parts.in four of the Company that you 


dine with, are Diſcompos'd and Startled 


at:the- Cutting of a Cork, or Scratching a 


Plate with a-Knife : It is a Proportiog- of 
the ſame Humour, that makes ſuch or any 
other Noiſe offenſive to the Perſon that hears 


| it; for there are others who will not be 


difturb'd at all by it. Well z But Moro/e 
you will ſay, is ſo Extravagant, he cannot: 
bear any Diſcourſe or Converſation, above 
a Whiſper. Why, Ir is his exceſs of this 
Humour, that makes him become Ridicu- 
lus, and qualifies his Character for Come- . 
dy. If the Poet had given him, but a Moe: 


but 


» $8 | | LxsT E L» 8 - 2 F 
| but; half the Audience; would have fided\ 
_ with' the Character, and-have: Condemn'd| 
the Author, for Expoſing a Humour which: 
E, was: neither Remarkable nor Ridiculogs:i 
6 Beſides,: the diſtance of the Stage requireg: 
| the Figure repreſented, to be ſomething 
larger than theLifez and ſure aPiQure maz 
haveFeatures larger in Proportion, and: yepi 
_— like the Original. ' If this ExaQ 
neſs of Quantity, - were to. be-obſerved in} 
Wit, as ſome would have it in Humour# 
What would become of thoſe Charadtersy 
that are deſiga'd for Men of 'Wit ? 1 believe] 
if 8 : Poet {ſhould ſteal a D-alogue of. any! 
leogth,trom the Extempore Diſcourſe of the) 
twe Witti:it Men” upon Earth, he woulds 
fiad the Scene but coldly receiv'd by : 


Town. Butto the purpoſe. of 

\'The CharaQteer of Sir Joby Daw in th6)) 
ſame-Play, is a CharaQter of AﬀeCtation;! 
Heevery where diſcovers an AﬀeQation of 
Learning 3 when he is not only Conſcious! 
to himſelf, but the Audience alſo plainly: 

erceives that he is Ignorant, Of this kind! 
are the Charafters of 7 hraſo in the Eunuch: 
of 7erence, and Pyegopolinices in the Miles: 
Glorioſus of Plantus. They afte& to bell 
thought Valiant, when both themſelves and" 
-the Audience know- they are not. Now"! 
fuch a boaſting of, Yalour ja Men who wergd 
| [£317 
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| ſeveral Occafions. 7 {1 


hf really. Valiant, .-would undoubtedly. be-a 


Humonr ; for a Fiery Diſpoſition might na 
turally throw a Mai, or han, rig 
mgance, which is only affeted in the Cha- 
s I have mentioned. \ ri 

| CharaQer of Cob itt Every Man in his © 
wz0xr, and moſt of the under Charatters 

il in-Bzrc bolomew-Fair, diſcover only 4 Sin. 
= guturity- of Manners, appropriated: to 
I the ſeveral Educations and Profeſſions .of 
48 the Perſons repreſented. They are not Hu- 
iN mours but Habits contrafted by Cuftom. 
Nl Under this Head may be ranged all Coun- 
Sf try-Clowns, Sailers,: Tradeſmen, Jockeys, 

© Gameſters and ſuch like, who make uſe -of 
[I Cars or peculiar DzaledFs in their ſeveral 
ul Arcs and Vocations. One may almoſt give 


Ff «Receipt for the Compoſition of ſich a 


VE Character :. For 'the Poet hasnothing to do, | 
© but ro colle& a few properPhraſesandrerms- 
EI of Art;and tomake the Perſan apply them 
pl by: ridiculous Metaphors in his Converſa- 
1 tion, with CharaQers of different Natures. 
© Some late CharaQters of this kind have.been 
Fx very ſucceſsful ; but in my mind they may 


*} be Painted without mueh Art: or Labour 5: 
{| ſince they require little more, than a good 
Memory and Superficial Obſervation. Bute 
1} true Humour cannot be ſhewn, without a 
1] Diſſeftion of Nature, and a Narrow Search, 
| | | 9 
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to .diſcover the firſt Seeds, from whency: 
it has its Root and. growth. My 
If I were to write.to the World, I ſhould] 
be- obliged to _'dwell-longer, upon each: offi 
theſe Diſtinctions and Examples 3 'for H 
know that they would not be plain enotigh 
toall Readers, Buta bare hint is ſufficieat 
to-inform you of the Notions which I hay 
on this Subject: AndI hope by this time yay 

© areof my. Opinion, that Hamour is neithak 
Wit, nor Folly, nor Perſonal defeQt ; nor Aſs 
feQation, nor Habit; and yet,. that eachy 
and all of theſe, have been both writte': 
and received for Humour. ; ph 
.T ſhould be unwilling to venture evew 

on 'a bare Deſcription of Humour, - mug 
more, to make a Definitzon of it, but now! 
my hand is in, Ile tell you what ſerves:ma 
inſtead of either. I take it to be, 4 f(rpals! 
and unavoidable manner of doing, or ſaying 
any thinz, Peculiar and Natural to oze Man 
only ; by which his Specch and Adions at 
diſtinguiſh*d from thoſe of other Men, 
Our Humour has relation to us, and40/ 
what proceeds from us, as the Accidents 
have to a Subſtance; it is a Colour, Taſte} 
and Smell, Diffuſed through all ; -th6 our 
Attions are never fo many, and different: 
in Form, they are all Splinters of the ſam: 
Wond,and. have Naturally one Complexig 
on 
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d1-6n;\ which th0 it may be diſguiſed by Art, 
oy pr cannot: be wholly changed : We may. 


(everal Occaſions. & 91 


nt it with other Colours, but we cannot 


F change the Grain. So the Natural ſound 
IN of an Inſtrument will be diftinguiſh'd, ths 
bl the:Notes exprefſed-by it, are never fo va- 
lll rious, and the: Divifiogs never ſo many. 
of Pifimulation, may. by Degrees, betome_ 
nl more.caſy to our praftice ; but it can never 
&Y abſolutely Tranſubſtantiate ws: into what 
' we would ſeem: It will always bein fome 
h _ogoraion a Violence upon Nature. 


: Man may change. his Opinion, bur 


+1 believe he will find it a'Difficulty, to-part 


A with his Hemour,and there is nothing more 


23. && £2.08 & - » won 5 i. 23 


provoking, than-the being. made ſenſible 
of'that difficulty: Sometimes, one ſhall 


meet-with thoſe, who: perhaps, Innocently 


enough, but at the ſame time impert- . 
nently, will ask the Queſtion ; Why are you 
wt Merry? Why are you not Gay, Pleaſant, 
and. Cheerful? then inſtead of anſwering, 
could I ask ſuch one 3 Why are you not hanad- 
ſane? Why have you not Black Eyes, and a 
tetter  Complexiow? Nature abhors to be 
forced. = 

*:The two Famous Philoſophers of Epheſus | 
and 4bdera, have their different Sects at 
this day. Some Weep, and others Laugh 
#oneand the ſame thing. 


\LeTTz&a8.0 
| Idont doubt, butyou have obſerved {6 
 veral Men Laugh when they are Angry; 


others whoare Silent ; ſome da are Loud 


Yet F cannot ſuppoſe that it is the paſſay 
of Azger which is in it (elf different, 
more fe! leſs in one than CYother ; butt 


.it is. the Hemonr of the Man that is Predy 


minant, and urges him to expreſs it ing 
manner. Demonſtrations, of NleaſureP 
2% Various ; - one Man has a Humour of 
tiring from all Company, when any thy 
has happend to rum: him beyond ex 
ation ; he hugs himſelf alone, and thigh 
it an Addition to the pleaſureto keep ith pr 
cret. Another is upon Thorns'till he by 
_ ahmorn 1 of ov ; and muſt by h 
Other le ſenſible of his happine 
fore Yo, be ſo himſelf. So apps in = 
andother Paſſions. Demonſtrations of Ly 
and the EQ of that Paſſion upon ſeve w, 
 Humours, are infinitely different ; but he 
the Ladies who abound in Servants aret 
beſt 'Judges. Talking of che Ladies, me 
thinks ſomething ſhould beobſerved of .t 
Humour oftheFair Sex; fince they are ſor ; 
times ſokindasto furniſhout aCharaQer 
Comedy. ButT myſt confeſs I have ney; 
made any vbſervation of what | m_ chu 
to be true Humour, in: Women 
Palrigns are toopowerful in that Sex, to. 
qr | 
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#-. ſeveral Occaſions. 93: 
SHumour have its Courſe ; or may be by 
Tkzaſon of thejr Natural Coldneſs, Humour 
Lcnhot Exert it ſelf ro that extravagant 
Mſkorce, which itoften does in the Male Sex. 
for if ever any thing does appear Comical 
MF otKigiculous in a Woman, Ithink it is lit- 

Wile more than an acquir'd Folly, or an Af. 
"ll fetation. We may call them the weaker 
wh, but I think thetrue Reaſon is, becauſe 
FR our Follies are Sronger, and our Faults are 
a inore prevailing. © _ _ | 
FI One might thiok that the Diverſity of 
"i Hymour, which muſt be allowed to be dit- 
wu, br + throughout Mankind, might afford - 
TE adleſs matter, for the ſupport of Come- 


ties. But when we'come cloſely to conſi- 


a "ed 


TY &r that point, and nicely to diſtinguiſh the 
vY Vifference of Humours, I believe we ſhalt 
my find the contrary. For th6 we allow eve- 
"E ry Man ſomething of his awn, and a pecu- 
" lar Humour ; yet every Man has it not in 
* qt to become Remarkable by it: 


IG! 


*8 Or, if many do become Remarkable by 
wy ther Humours ; yet all thoſe Humours may 
=" bar be Diverting. Not is it only requiſite 
"0 to'diftinguiſh what Humour will be diver- 
4 ing, but alſo how muchof ir, what part 
"it to ſhew in Light, and what to calt in 

PE Shades ; how to fer it off by preparatory 
" FTenes, and by oppoſing other humours to 
'2 BY | 1t 
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iria the ſame Sceae. ''Thrd a wrong Judgi © 
men, ſometimes, Mens Humours may be of i 
_ poſed whenthereis really no ſpecific Dif& 
rence between them ; onlya+ greater prolifi 
portion of the ſame, -inone than Yothety L 
oecaſion'd by his ' having more Flegm, 'qf 
Choller, - or. whatever. the Conſtitntion, 
from, whence their Humours' derive that. 
Source. | , "F.C 
' There is infinitely more to be faid on thi} 


Subje&tz ths perhaps I have already fall © 
to'much ; bur Thave ſaidit toa Friend, who Y 
Fam fbre will-nor expole it, if he does 'rigt C 
approve of it. . I believe the Subject is in 
tirely new, and was never touch'd up#l N 


before; and if I would have any one to-ferllfl 
this private Eſſay, it ſhould be ſome om, 
who might be provoked by my Errors in 
to Publiſha more Judicious Treatiſe _ 
Subjet. Indeed I wiſthit were done, 


the World being a little acquainted with thr 
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in 
ſcarcity of true Humour, and the diffici * 
ty of finding and ſhewing ir, miglit log lo 
a little more favourably on the Labours NJ '>! 
them, who endeavaur to ſearch into Naruteſi 2 
for it, and [ay it open to the Publick View. 
I-dont {ay but that very entertaining at is: 
uſeful Charatters, and proper for Comedy} $* 
may bedrawn from AﬀeQtations, and tho 


otherQualities, which I have endeavouredte 
diſtinguit > { 


; 


©. » ſeveral Occaſions... a 
+8 diftinguiſh from Humour : /but I would not © 
+ have ſuch impoſed on the World, 'for Hu« 
© 8 mour, nor efteem'd of Equal value with 
IS it.. It were perhaps, the Work of a long 
Life to make one Comedy true! in 'all irs 
Parts, and to give every Charafter in it a 
1 True and Diftint Humour. Therefore, 
vl every Poet muſt be beholding to other helps, 
15 to make out his Number of ridiculous Cha- 
a. raters. - But I think ſuch a' Qne deſerves 
«+ tobe. broke, who makes all falſe Muſters ; 
«Y who does not ſhew one true Humour-in a 
3. Comedy, but entertains-his Audienceto the 
end of the Play with every thing ' out of 
"4 eure. : 

> 4-1 will make bur one Obſervation to you 
TY more, and have done ; and that is grounded 
pon an Obſervation of your own, and 
which I mention'd at the beginning 'of my 
Letter, viz, That there-is more of Humour 
4n our Engliſh Comick Writers than in any 


a others. I do not at all wonder ar it, for [ 
4M look upon Humour to be almoſt of Engliſh 
al :Growths at leaſt, it dces not ſeem to have 


Jaund . ſuch : Encreaſe on any other Soil. 
And what appears to me to be the reaſon 
lot 1t, is the great Freedom, Privilege, and 
fl Liberty which the Common People of Eny- 
Ll 44pd enjoy. Any Man that has a Humour, 
lf 45 under no reſtraint, or fear of. giving it 
iYent; they have a Proverb among them, 
: | whici 


; 


= hanadia : 
which, may be, will ſhew the Bent and Gs 7 
nins' of the People, as well. as a longef 
Diſcourſe : He that will have a Mey-poley {3 
ſhek heve « May-gole. ep | 
with-them, -and their Pradiice is | 
tw-it. TI believe fomethi Conldenk 
t00-1nay -be- aſcribed 40 feedi 
much'on Fleſh, and the Groflack of V9 3 
Diet in general. But I have done, letth 2 
Phyſicians agree that. Thus you have myÞ y 
T Humonr, to my. Power cy 1 
prefiing them-in {0-little Time-and. 
6... You will be-kind to ſhew: me whi 
in I: baye-Err'd ; and as you are mo 
pable of giving me Inſtruftion, ſo, -I 


Lhavea very Juft ritle:to demand i it fro 
pony bas wean: Hulabany 4 fog 
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f your Acquaintance, whom 
ie calls——— Br then to mortifie the O!d ' 
"in'the,, or indeed rather the Y' 

flur'd me, ther you, had given a 
CharaQter of him. However, for 
H that 


Ly KNK#-A Anas) 
chat which | El obige of me_ I cannot but: ; 
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le that. -do.ngr” 

| ﬆ- wile that-your! 

OL not ite. Ty 

that I might bs able ; 

turn i /pecie.. For commending you nouey 
I do you bat Juſtice, which a Manor B 
 nour will doto his Roemy 3: wire lEreas ye 
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TESTES wi 
Town 5 as if T'would cargood Fruit: = we 
Perhaps the beſt-way- TC I 
ker from. my Friends in > 2m 
Aﬀer all _ I muſt tell 


' 
ung Fri merit | "Y 
taye-amind to. writeto you, 'withourk [-. 
pretenceof any manner of .News,;:a8 + Hitt 
mightdrinkto you-withour naming Healdylſ a6 
fs Lantead ooly;my Service toyau.,: = jþ 
you very often, that might reconumenth 


- 


> ron ood nr ink how = 
; & dies Drink 
ot - wy rf «ow Noon 
. +5 * But fure' u will la 
® n @callin 5 Idieneſs a 
vl wiien; 0 Knowled | 
"ey wo ny Baſins, is "Urfie be bogus? Ay, 
” - 5 the Comfort of the Change 3 I 
ll ane now; wirhoutraking pains to be ſo, 
3. 0 ho make other People ſd; for Poetry is 
nl ban mo Head, "nor in my Heart, - I 
{vx _ theſe Waters tnay have 
Communication with Leebe, bur ſure 
Kos 77 har none' with the Streams of 
!”F have often wonder'd how thoſs 
| Writers of Lampootis, could crowd 
0 ſuch quantities of Fxecrable Ver-. 
hay wich bactimesgs have formerly . 
xt from this/ place : but am half of 
y now, that this Well is an dn7is 
What if - we ſhould: ger a 
of the Water tor privently verges 
ws che Ciftern at vn Coffee-Houſe, for 


hope mm -an Extrava nt — 
Tremegaber Bes.Johnſoy in hisComedy 
17s Revels, makes « Well,which he 
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y i any thigg New: appt 
thers, :let me haye- ag Accoynt of it +: Y . | 
ths-Plays ars's Winger-Bruie, vb © 

| Hknawphere are now andthen, ſome V (þ 
falls at this time of Years which myſt hp a 
_ preſently ferved+ vp... "rhey: ſhould oa © 
&ptrul the properSealan of Eqwora DIBEn YN 
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of the Grave Club, to the moſt - puny] #1: 
Member of the Rabble ; they who catiib 
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© think, vl AQ, 8 q.thFTr |.ralk-of 
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? ere.is no lach. Manltsr.58:this: 


ica,tar, 15.009; fonlthle PT var ablegees 

:J even the worſt natured People, and thoſe 
2! oF of leaſt Wit lament it, I mean, Half Cri- 
2Þ ticks and Quiblers. To tell you all that 
:} want you, I ſhould name all the Creatures 
' 10. of Cyvent-Garden, wich like thoſe of Ever» 
+} garde would want ſome. Aden tg” he's 
Godfather and givethem Names.” T caft't 
zl whether | may juſtly compare our 
Covent-garden, to that of Eder, or no; 
'F for tho? I believe we may have variety of 
J Strange Animals equal to Paradiſe, yet 
;f Hear we have not amongſt us, the Tree 
ll of Kzowlege. It had been much to. the 
og fdifadvantage of Pliny, had the Coffee-honſe 
LF ect in his days ; for ſure he would have 
ty deſcribed ſome who frequent it ; which 
uy :vould-have given him, the reputation of 
'a more fabulous Writer then he has now. 
F-But being in our age it does him a Service, 
x8 for we who know it, can give faich to all 
8th Monſters. You who took care to go 
ry=down into theCountry unlike a Poet, [hope 
M0 will take care not to come up again like 
WI':a Politician; for then, you will add a new 
9::Monſter to the Coffee-houſe, that was never 
nj teen there before. So you may come 
W:back again, in your Souldiers Coat, for 
Wy 3.9 in 


o 
» 


' Lerruns on 
that you will no more be ſuſpeRted for| 


a ak than a Poet. Pray come SN 
Þ - any terms, for you are wiſhed for by coy it 
I body, but moſt wanted by your. | 


Aﬀetionate Friend l [4 
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. ' Dear Tom. ad ern $- 


[thanks for your News. In requutal I 


} | vanes your, Letter, and, give ou 
| ſal 


You fome concerning our-Friend :: In 


oh doing which, I comply: both with hisdelire 


and yours. He has:been; fick almoſt ever 


F-fnce he.came _ tho, excepting .once, 


tehaslivd with exact Regularity. He fays, 
-he believes the: Devil: reſtrain'd his Surteir 
from breaking out till he was:reconciPd.to 
.Sobriety, to render it odious, and {et them 
afreſh at varience.'I remember when I was 
at'Parss | there was a Young-Nun, whoſe 
Circumſtances in ſome meaſure-reſembled 
:qur. Friends. She had a Pox broke .out up- 
oa her :wnmediate after ſhe-had taken her 
Yow of:.Chaſtity.. He bids me tell. you,that 
-he:has been once. Drunk ſince.he came to 
this place, and once witty, - and a dampa- 
ble-Sot. ever ſince. Our Friend, I-ſuppoſe, 


rallies. . But one thing is certain ; that 
[Wine is as ſure to exalt Wit, as Paint is to 


heighten Reauty,but then as the Devil will 
have it ( hearken to this and tremble Tom )' 
wel both decay the very things they em- 

iſh, even while they are. giving them 
L "© © Luſtre. 
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-hgr£ ERS; on 
Luftre. But Tom, he bids me tell you, 
muſt nat beligve him Ys hecauſe he >» | is 
he was witty. For he ſays it was amongſÞ» 
ſuch prodigious? Squires, at none buy.a Wi; : 
would have been witty in fach C i 

' Our Eriend, methinks, has reaſon. # 70 

'is as much-more ſcandalous to be 1 

-with.Fools;. than it is to be oe 

-Men of wit, as. an Error in Judgme nh q:: 

.morendicylous thana-Defebt in fancy 
 ays, he has-a hundred times fince-he cams «ir 

, co tlus:place negrettes the Rabble, nay 

has regretted the Grave Clab; Nay, ie 

wiſhed himſelf even in the — ch 
which he believes is by this time ene 

He begins to look upon Ball-—- as 4 gui 

Man, ypon Jack G.—— as a Prodigy;alſſſit 

upon W---as a Demi-god. Indeed aduþ 
we. do well enough here. For a days: 

converſe with the living dead ; that is;w 

_ who being dead. yet ſpeak : burr 

Night; Tow, the Night, in which wed 
doom'd to the dead living, that i _ to: tho! 
who beingalive, ſay norhing, is inſup 
ably irkfome, Darkneſs in Greez/and is 
more grieyous -to the Wretch thar is ſs 
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| fra gn, 
t b 088 To My. Gabriel B--- He 


of 208 Gabriel, - "on 
> THen thy laſt wourincaghon) hag 
J. 'Y - put | on the Lyons Skin, a0, 

oila2d't 2 wonderful-Comical Figure 

;Rpt-T did not think to incenſe: Eye: ok 
_ ih relt of che Rabble, quitecontrary-F 
k | o' pghe £0 divert your... You fay,, you 
Stake. 3], that I ſhould upbraid you with 
" Vi Randing ae Lapgyage but Exgifp. 
: 4 Ag HDAK, A 5086 Approhent a haft 
i Gpbriel? The Devi "FINE: id -I up- 
TED bring wig onto re 
og 


Þ\ IEEE 
3. : 4 
- vs - 


 coderou to ck a and _ m 
Commendations for Injuries.I am accus? 
7 ſay, of ill Breeding for that Letter. 
hy, Prethee, Gabriel, every Man has 
ff Dot had- the Breeding that thou haſt. T 
4] wiſh you had ſent me the Names of the 
244 Sparks who would reconcile PunQtilio to 
+I Satyr... It has been. a damn'd inveterate 
7 Quarrel, and requires wile Mediators. 
Oe _ But 


Lnrz#n's: or! '1' 
But now I talk af Satyr, that you ſay is. 
the Diſeaſe of {ne Peoples Minds. Alas, 
. poor Devil, thou doeſt not know that it'is 
a Maxim in Phyſick, that ſome Diſeaſe 
ſhew,'the Health and Strength, and Vig- 
our of the Party affefted. If -we believe: 
Fenn, Hunger 1s a Diſeaſe ; ..n! 
reaſon” tells'us the fame rhing; - For "lil 
other © Diſtempers, it ſhews' a defe&. ih 
Nature. But where it ſhews a defe&y 
ſhews: a force too, and when that Dils: 
_ eaſe is pre ty acute, the Patient is ſure to. 
do welt, I will-let'the Application along 
For in writing to one of thy "Commun: 
eative *Spirit, a 'Man is ſure* to'write tg, 
fome body who can underftand:;*" Burt this 
will fay, that if Satyr be 'a Diſeaſe, th 
acuter-it is, the better. But why dq 
talk of Diſcaſes to thee ? For indeed G4, 
_ +( without *Satyr ) thou art-no Phys 
1an: ' We ATT» EL TE þ T7 20 
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*To Mr. Congreve at Tunbridge, 
Ee Dear Str. 


[7 


Buſinefs and my Thanks for your 


'TVI Kindneſs, you will find in the en- 
ebogd, which I had ſent by the. laſt Poſt, 
* 0 tad not an Accident hinder'd..it.. All the 
* | Return that I can make you at preſent is, 
*F to acquaint you with ſuch News as. we 


have. Our Friend, Mr. ——— went laſt 
IF Friday to the Bach. He promis'd to write 
vY fo me from that place, but it would be 
© enreaſonable indeed to expe&t it, For 
W-— takes up his Afternoons, and his 
Ty Mornings, I ſuppoſe, are ſpent in Con- 
9 templation at the Croff Bah. Meſt of your 
TH Friends of the Coffee-Houſe are diſper'd ; 
[Some are retreated into the Country in 
+} hopes of ſome Favours, which they ex 
0 Fom the Mufes : Two or Three of them 
»4J are retir'd ina Town to ruminate on ſome 
Favours, which they have receiv'd from 
AFtheir Miſtreſſes: | 
* |. So that the Cofee-Houſe is like to grow - 
" F{ato Reputation again. For if any one 
Al&ves it the ſcandalous Denomination of 


Y 


| ſoverdl Otcafions. 

the Wits Coffee-Houſe, he muſt call it fo] h 
by Antiphraſis, becauſe there comes my} v 
Wit there, Here are two or three indeed} 1 
who {er up for Wits at home, and'endeul}} 3 
vour $0 paſs for wiſe at the Coftee-Houſef} tl 
For they hold their Tongues. thers; i Wl bl 
deed the Coffee-Houle is generally the-Fy - 
change for Wit, where' the Merchatt}| 

meet without. bringing the Commedimfl 

with them, which they leave at homell © 
, their Ware-houſes, alias their Clo ay 1 
while they go abroad to take a prudet F 
care for the vending it. But you arey 


the number of thoſe happy few,” wh 


abound in Hereditary Polfeflions and yl 
rich returns from Greece and from Tt; 1 a 


& 


2 
* 
% 


which you {ell to Strangers. © Mr. -- bal 
bles eternally according to his old rate,as 


£ 
F- 
W 


| 
that you always carry ſome of it ab t 
you to be liberal to your Friends of thi | 
as extravagantly as if he tatk'd to hin al K 
which he certainly does, if no bady mindfſ-': 
him any more than I do. He has been jul 
now-enquiring of me,what fort of Diftet # 
per the Spleen is ; an infalible ſign that Ws / 
18the only Man in Covent-Garden,who dog 
not know he is an Aſs... To make bin. 
ſenſible what the Spleen is, I could fin 
in my heart to ſhew him himſelfand gin": 
it him. Tf any thing reſtrains me from” 
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LETTERS Of 

bring. reveng'd of his Impertinence this 
ray, "tis the Conkerntion they it will 
e him wiſer. This Coxcomb natu- 
rally puts me in mind of the Stage, where 
they have lately ated fome hew Plays ; 
but liad there been more of them,. I 
oo. not ſcruple to affirm, that the 
Spe is at 


$ 
n 
5 
& 


reſent a Deſart and's barren 
6, as fome part of Africs is; faid to 
be, though it abounds in Monſters. And 
gt-thoſe prodigious Things have met 
with Succeſs. For: a Fool is naturally. 
toad of a Monſter, becauſe he is incapa- 
ble pies, ns Mkt bay pv 
gee! Our Spleen At 1&#XY0r:age are 
mke 'of the benefit "of the Coutfe. For 
weaicty of your Letters relieves me con- 
erably. Then what muſt your. Con- 
ferfation -do? Come up and make the 
eriment ; and impart that Vigour & 
which Texbrifge has reſtor'd to you. 
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I aw your moſt humble 
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Servant, 


John Dennis. 


meerres on 
6 === t0 Kh. Dennis. Ws 


THmar es, and a Letter from Me: 
Dennis, weretwo of the moſt ag, 
able Surprizes I'ever met with. And i. 
thing but. the RefleCtion, how dear thy. 
uelt- will-coft. us, I mean, the iy. 
, eayen ill Foems ic will produce, coul, 
Hay the Pleaſure. A-- has watch'd for:# 
ftory” a long tine, and will not | 
this Opp to mortify'. the Day 
<a and Scribble a. way the 
blick fo The. Devil take Wills Coffs 
Toe. Icould be the eafieſt Man in the k 
orld under miy Calamity, if it were net þ.* 
for ſome of the Company there z whony { 
now the greateſt Enemies TI have in the 
World, worſe than the Company from | 
which Tam juſt riow Ste'n to write this 
Letter; ' Among the reſt is a Coun 
_ Gentleman who diQares Politicks abund- 
antly, fos with us. as well, as at Old 
Rowe we take DiQtators from the Plow; 


but ours are ſuch as ought never £0 r6- 
moye ther Hands from 1t. 


: 


I aw jours, Bec. 
: " 


"OI | 


= =—= t0\Mr- Deanis, 


THile you are ha y in oy Foliticks 
'VY cz oy Grave Club,*aixd the Puns 
| the Rabble, you have no regarf to the 
orlorn State _ 6, Your A Frietid. ' 'Be- 
 Tleft L ined ar hundred 

eeable Melancholy Pleaſures, with 
ich I might Fool away a Retirement, 


| but now I defteſt being alone, and que- | 


whither Mankinc wy Solitude be. the 
tter Subje& for a Of this, T am 
lure, that God Allmig oy rather than” be 
alone Created the 'Devil, and Man rather 


1 _ alone choſe a Wife. Whatever 


' T have loſt by my Country 
ieve, Ihave gaia'd the gift of 


7s | Pror wt in the Wilderneſs, fot retold 
F8Doern with away! => has viſited us, 


I an 


Jours, &c, 


* Too Covent-gardes Clubs. 
To 
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__ Liens. on: 
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OS Os Ines $ 
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A , P — wh c | ; 
gt rf { Fans 5 .f \ Mr. D whit | —_ "0 


your Buſineſs hereafter, but. 
""'L kts have.a Dance, as Mr. Bg: |? 
ys When I came home from the Welk, 
whete T had paiſed a Forthight; I found $1 
your three Letters fuſl of Wizand Humor, 3 
wascharm'd with the Scandal you writ {| } 
in chefrſt, and encloſed in thelaſt, vi, 
#% Poeiti.” T found the Preamble befon 
the Poem to be. like, a Suterkia before 4 


not, I hope vill nd 
umph. . Certainly, fince the Devil-wa& 
Dumb there never was ſuch a Poet. * © [if 


Je 

King.an Pl 

& tharall Fcag 4 
wks en Ba rt Fnblie ae 

JE ny ighty Debt... My Hows 


nd Þ truly Honour'd, You;living, that if 
has $.0W, any Senſe cf:whart is done bers 
; OS 's. I cangot .do a. more grateful thing 
him, than in giving him. an opportus 
 ” tity” 


"v of appearing BD ihe u afcer bj: 
+ Death, andentertaining you .in'a Fe al. 8 
which] bope will poeſeom. frightful. ro L $3 | 


har Wits. wherever. it grows-it a þ 
jeſty's Domintons,'ought, nolefs hai Sj iN 
or-Gald to: be a Royal Mine, 'unleſs 
| 'd lately;.in Wales,” thy Noviet| 


has roo great. a- N nixhore. of © bal 


dom, is 'no. leſs than: Gold Sublervie oth k | 
Governtents > apemptAe js made ci 
by 'the Royal Stamp, 'contribures cio 


to. the Þ lick Profperity. - That thei 
of, ;f be Draws — ] 


\ ws 
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be7's larly, the! Hepiouirs rar ith ui 
pos'd 1" is Comedy, were” at this" 
jundure-ucterly/jnconfiftent with the'Di 
bf a good Subje.*. That rhe: Vicious Fe 
ies of theſe. times were very Mn 
your Majeſty's" Service. Thar the Aft 
Lions of IE had: done. Bogut 190 
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nity. And therefore 
will have no Patience to hear | 
k, after one. who can ſpeak {0 
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% tha you Old Gard 
it . .Uogdy/Qu, 'h 
Ds XN becauſe,havi 
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F863,...yet, you compiny 

: my ben Tork the mean ne on 
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. made my. Haif.r:fe.an; 
Yer all che Company. pals" 
L3H RO the gran th 
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Born f maldft of. all 
L ha Nt __ .honour-t@, be 
ot! by: ;Vo , 10: complain. .wanuld 

ilſ-be Rk - 6: ; Fgr: merhinks. he 
dg penſe with the! FYqurs'of Fortune, 

iF . i5þ -Sngqugh, to pbiain yours. This 
&: the: zalgo;thar I ihalt. make -uic of x0 
4 mfort A Telf,: for the Neceſſity 'of re- 


Ni =D here, and. aot that which you urg 'd 


| - {a Thar ic. HE better.to bean Exile.m 


no; ;& A. Priſoner, a 
L one's 


- " andvire of my Wokre's pre ts is an 
'rional Obligatiqn 'to one whom ant 

- extreamly oblig'd before: For all the rel 
they have ſeemd- buried in ſoprofound a$ 
lence; that for fix Months together T hail 
heard nor the lealt mention - -of them. Wh 
«ther this comes from their Forgetfulneſs 
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th ey xy broug] t with _ Sr "or 
poor eg Writ to ne 


Place inthe World, for thoſe who-at a1 

| and Libertines, i is: the hol th 
copſolate, for thoſe who are Regular,y 
thoſe who 2re Indiſpoſed.- .And.in 1 
which .is the Players Vacation, I do 
know ſo much as:one Pleaſure that: a Ma 
can enjoy with. Conſtience, My Melag 
cholly here and my want of Company hai J: 

roduc'd a_ good... Eitect ic me. ; For thou! 
$a reconcii'd me tor Books, which 1h | 
for a time forlakett*; and-being able ro p | 
wich no 0.her Pk bares, I have beea: ſor 


y« "For if one of 
"gs that Ne Phileſophs aims ar, 
Fife ; ; the roneColichis Cer-. 


TIT us leſs eilicicion x pf 
EeQture,that laſte 

© Bid ch I ſhall not quic} al / fo 
my þ-70 Ich Ju often made 'mg <6 
| b be "very feeble we are, finceithree:'© | 
Sand, ate ſufficient 6 coſt-babladiene 
ve if it determines me togny: Sect; irſhall 
4 Teaft be that which main: ains 'that 
my Fain is. for{an' Evil; -anj Ethatthe who is 
" wx is $-me; Fean-neither'-be =— nor 
wy Wile, *wirhout being near 'to you, \and\no+ 
6N thing can make ime one 'or the othier;-ſo 
=y much as your Preſence, or' your E xample. 
4 £ am'T-very uncertain when I. ſhall be 
| to ſeave- this. place, and expeCting 
" th Money. and Men, which are coming 

Jo "Sea, and which are two things that 
Wu | - aways Keep roucly with us J- _ 


buld wiſh: Thereforf Tetake it my hole 
ro- 'OU,: that you" would not forget 
L-3 me 
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wwriceo you. 
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pA is none, hoſe that muſt 
ys with a6 Paſion, 
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"R0-tn ; Liber ality ſhould, 5" you ff 


5; ſurpa& rhe Boungy of 4/cxaall 
uk evertheleſs lyrecorn <0, 
-by-the Thanks which you have recurnd 
-for ity. He himſelf, as boundleſs.as bogs 
: bition'was, would have. confin'd. it. £6 
rare 'a-Favour. He would have' ſer  nydi 
. value upon this Honour,. than >. '£ 

the 'Polfan jan Diadem'; and he would new 

Aave -envied Achilles the Praiſe-which 
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you did him, when you keclar'd fl y your 
Valane.. (ther lis Vagity, nor the reſt - 
of hisPTlacteters, could ever perſuade him 


0believe any thing thar was ſo advantage» 
ous t5hin,andthe Quality of Soa of Fpirer 
BizmIn, was by much lels glorious ro him 
thaa this, . Bur if any thing comforts me 
for the Jelouſie which It has rais'd in me,'is 
this, Madam, that kaowing you as well as 
F know you, I am very well afar, that 


if you have done him this Honour, .'tis not 
''Y nuch upon the account of his h wing been 
zgreatelt of Mankigd, 35 of his haviog 
Wwever, we bs find I ro afthire the 
Catneſ of his Forrune, which not, being 
© yet to forſake him ſo many years after 

bis Dath, has"aIded ro his Conqueſts a 
F* rloa that gives them morel,uſtce than thi 
zohirers and Wife of Dariws ; and which 
hy he him.a Mind more great. chan the 
Wo C3nquer'd. I'ought here tg. be 
Lode your Example of Writing, in 
o lofty a Style. But ow can the Wri- 
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Af you I Tkiew Bi tral a by FT 
| 26 talks of you, I am very confi IL, tac 
Fou- woutd-be-aſhar*d of=ir; an -you 

Eevuld not withour' confuſion hear, 
how little Reſped, and how litrle Feat's 
Ly fing you, all the: World prefiit 
iſcourts of * whar: you" EY 
muteoke, any Lord;//I'wonder what: you 
mean :.*You- have ſhewn - your 7 If 
vith' a Veng-arice, and Violehit'to the 
Mt Ddegrenps 7 putting wh, My dork o 
on two pr three, old. Capt ot 
ought ro five-RefpeRed: Tf ir Fad 
__ for their Antiquity. In killitg 1) | 
poor C ount de {: Fountsine, who'was > 
very belt Man in the Lov-C. ner $; 


of 


| teen- Pieces. of; Cannon, the proger 
Conner he King's Uhk'e, add rhe Queen's 
090, Brother ;"and in '< oafounding%th 
woe rs | re eg Afier they. had Sap! 
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ad neither 
Fats, will Nat 


ich) you - io | Theker'd Fom® To: 
 that'it Dreated, is _amaz?d roTe 


"100, Wi h which Ole would gladly have 
| Crown's his own, and which. alone, 'r&- 
| $$ more: Luſter vpon the Kings your 
Propgenirors, 'than all theirs have transfer- 
"36 ztoyou, - Well; my, Lord, 'you have 
Verific what has been fortnerly ſaid,.t 
Firtue comes "tothe, Ce/ars *preventh 
Hines 'For:you who area true Ceſtr bo! 
in. Wit and in Knowledge; Ceſar in Dib- 
Ace.and in Vigilance;; in Courage Ceſar, 
and per. omnes Caſas Caſar ; you have out- 
4 | *run the hopes, and ſurpaſs'd the Expea- 
; ?rion of Men 3 .you have clearly ſhewn that 
—Experience is neceſſary to none bu: Ordi- 
£ wal Souls, that the Virtue of Heroes comes 
| & more Compendious way, and thar 
; Works of Heaven are finiſh'd when bur 
"Y \ | gun. - After this I leave you to Judge, 
4 -you are like to be Receiv'd and-Car- 
T1 b. Wl by the Lords of. the Court," and with 
#8 vv Na pleaſure the Ladies: heard, that he 
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Which: you ell, ms. 
2 { 40 Your. - Memory... ' Methioks.. you,. 
| thown: bur/an: indifferen; concern 
Station, in delaying fo long tq impart 
i | che pleafing/ News to me, and in ſuffer; 
i oe hog a6 ee GncFapgen | 
- | Frithome Dreaming I was Par perhags 
| :you-were of opinion that this very. 
Fortune, was fo infinitely above any —_ 
that. I could-in reaſon hope for, that it; was 
neceifary you ſhould: rake: time to. invent 
Arguments, which might render is *eredi- 
NY and that you had an occaſion to.em- 
N - ploy 


4 _— 5 La 4 ot Ne D ee) 3 PRI > bp Fg TS <F7_n WE, et Ys - REIT oy ET.” We, ei : 

"I TIN VIE: 7 y bl EA EET "FIG 
al \ >" . / * ER ns 7 
Fl . 0 FL V1 FINE. .$Þ oF « Fe 

b 4 % - 

; 

: 


 ployallthepower Gf Rhetorick to perfwade 

' me, [that you had not forgot me.. Ang 
"_ thus = at Apo —_— confeſs, \rhat 
ve been very. juſt, that reſolving 

Tet me have nothing but words for. all the 


AfﬀeQtion you: owe me, the-Choice which. 
you have made of them, has been ſo 'Rich, 


and fo Beautiful, that lerme die if: I-be- 


| lieve.t thi they aſſureme of.) 7 th beof 
ey dro, *Fhisat ray ey cove that - 


. he would ſuffice to Counterballance any 
Friendſhip but mine. T am only Diſcontented 


at one thing, and that is, that ſo much Arti- 


fice and ſo much Eloquence, ſhould not 


be able.to-Diſguiſe the Truth from me, and. 


Ti 


hetdefſes, 'who-are roo filly. to: be Be- 
- puiked by a Man- of Wit. 'But indeed, you 

muſt excuſe me if-1-am ſometliing inclind 
to ſuſpeQt an Arr, which could invent cont 
mendations for -a"Quartan-Apne;-and an 


| Art which you- have at more Comimand 


. thinever Man' hid before-you.”” All thoſe 


Graces, and-that Air of the Court, which 
I- ſo much admire*in'yours, Convince mef 
rather of the Excellence of your Wit, then]: 
of the goodneſs of your Will.” | And from 
all -the fine thiogs which you have faid-in}. 
my Favours, all that I can conclude, evi}. 
when I am inclin'd - to flatter my ſell. , 

» that} 
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| qhar Fortune has beet pleis'd to give rhe-a) 
"place in your: Dreams.” Nay; I know not” 

the very Exeravagancies i'of a Sout fo: - 
Þrxatred as yours; are not-r0 Serious, and 
[200 Reaſonable, to Deſteiidſ@low as to mei; 
And ſhall eftecry m felf-t60- obligingly' 


,t=is'd by you;,'if *you- have but: fo'mudh'ss: 


-Preamt thatiyou' Love''me; !" For to'ima-' 
igi you have reſery'd +-place > for tried! 
1 thoſe Sublime _ DugUrs, whict afe: 
roperkecs:enployed,- lad 5s the' - 
Wivrves: of all the Worls end'diftributing 
-$hares of. Glory''to- Mankitid/'to imagine 
;thiswould be extream preſiamption in Te; 
{Fhave too great ail opition'of your Unders 
, to believe that yeucould be-Guil” 


-xy'of any thing that is ſdmucki below-y or; 
2andT ould be unwilling, Ut your-Ege- 


ies: ſhould have ' that. to: obje to: you. 
"Fam 'perfeftly ſatisfied, that the only” Af 
{eQtion which you can havejuſtly for any 
fone, is rhat which you owe to your ſelf; 

And: that Precept-. of Studying ones lf 

;which is a Lefſon of Humility to all beſides 
:you, ought: to have a-contrary Effect 'in 
[Relation to you; and oblige you toContemn, 


ver an Hue find without you. Andthere- 


et 'me-{wear to' you, that with- 
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FT on,-1- ſhould have. .been (very well Cithofte 
wg yau .bad preſery'd with.never {0.Jtn | 
te care, thebr yin which: | bave vown. | ; 
edEtcraallyso hay tohaveplaced | 
Vs es erleef weir -which you aa 
| q | 1 
wand: te lole.” - Bye: Tk 
ranger that lnely Riv ab, of. 99 
made mentionepk in romp ode 


-. let-me:: uy.;a00. little | 


an "x nog mnt: 
HEN peck 


_— yo40 have ap en) with, hcl | 
__ pay ner ye: E 
more Reaſon than. you to. pry 


ſhe; he; has enich/dyour. 8k 
ns thar pane 


it. in your. hangs, jr you. ray: 
5 gs to have made neyer {0 nary 
better pars..of my I had yer: hoe 
our own; hut you: by:your:negtigence have. 
{ufer'd her-to farprile it, - to. Advance. |. 
her Congueſts at. fiich a rate over me, that | 7 
th6-1 hcn'd ſurrender. £o-you, ;all thating | , 
mains of - me; ;goonger; id not have fo 
as one: half of that which-you bave. laſts 
Nevertheleſs, les me ature y9Ws that /; 
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 haye Toſtin my Aﬀedion, .and thar ar the 
ook, I'was 


"hfworks, you baye the 

ling.him who ſurpaſs'd ef Kind is _ 
not therefore but : ape, firange, thatwhen 
you baveJo mUYC ch Realen to be contented, 


you ſhould yer ou ho laining, and thar 

Tow your ſelf, ſhou [bs he only (Bron 
| Map who .remains. d with you. 
preſent allFrexce tv pipgeo you, and 
uo. 4 indifferent ta. no. 

Pn to Read. All [ako # are *toncern'd 
"of the Honour of their Countrey,; are not 
more inquilitive; after what the Mareſcha 

de Creqatis-doing, than they areaiter what 
is doing by. you, And you are the Werng 
who can make more Nolſe in-your Solitude 

than the moſt Happy and. moſt ft Renown'd 
'of our Generals, at the: Head ' of Forty 
Thouſand:Mxn, - Can; yaw wordder then, 
that with {o- mucly Glory,. you ſhould be 
| qr Kavy, and tha the very. fame 
Jges with - whom $:ipi2.,was Criminal,. 
id who Condemn dA ides and Socrates, 
N 3 ſhould 


| a. Sod in my Eflrem,. as ; much as you! 
very; cime; that-1 Was Aeginningeo Love 
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8. _ Voittire's Letters. 
-  ſhhuld'notytiqnimſly do Juſtice to yeur” |} 
b. Peferf! *The People can; plead Pre _ ' 
|. _ - tront for Hating the very Qualities which” J. 

rlicy Admircinatiy one. Every thing which 
TH cends *etitbey thinkAfronts '*emsand 
they can better bear with a Common Vice, 
s thantan Extraordinary Virtue. - So: that if 
- chit?Law was in Force amongſt ts, of Ba-. 
| niſhing che*moſt' powerful for Authority 

or Reputation;'Tmake no doubt; but that F- 
. Foy would ftand the Mark of the Publick - J - 

Envy ,-andT believe &av Cardinal Richliew | 

would not run” greater hazard. But, for 

God fake, have-a'care of cafling thar your 
_ Mforcune,” which-is but that of rhe Age. | 

Andcomplaif ng rijore of the Injuſtice of | [ 


- EW 
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; Men; ſince all whohave worth, are of your 
fide,”-and that amongſt them, you have || * 
found aFriend, whom yet perhaps, youmay | * 
 Joſr once more. At Jeatt, I ſhall do' my | ; 
| utmoſt to put:you into-a condition of doe 
ing To. Forevery' Man's Darling Vanity; 
ar preſent, is to be accounted: yours. - For 
my own part,'T have bt + x hy Publick 
2:-manner profeſs'd'my :o, that if 
_ throtigh ill Fortune I ſhould not be able to 
Love 2 ſo'mweh asT haygdone, yet here 
ere Swearto' you, that you ſhall be the | 
Shy Man to'whom T-will-date-to* declare 
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F it,. and that I will always own my {elf to 
i the reſt of the World, to be as much as 
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To the Marquis C1 Piſani ; 


Who had hf all his Money Puy his 


le” at the Si tege of Thiog- 


yille. 


The Charafter f the Merpdis of 


of Honoar, | . 


Piſani, was a Man 
 Generof ity, and Courage ; but 'an 
© Extravagant, Ignorant, Olact 
Diſputing Gameſter. Y 


Sir, 


I% Man would be to fete orl 
w 


bave been very much mis-inform%, 
o ſhould upbraid you with-having had 


| the Mules to keep; ar-your Camp of Thiow- | 
_»ille 480 Devil a Mule have you kept there. 
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of yours.-And 4hat baving ofen read in the E 
| Roman Hiftories, (this is to be ſuch 
. | Man of Redding, look you) chat the great- 
et Fa that were dane. by :their Ca» 
valry, '\were done om Foot, after having vo- 
_ luotarily diſmounted in the Extreamiry of 
' - the moſt doubgful-Batcels, you''taok a Re» 
P | folutioh to diſpatch away all xa Horſes, 
- | -atid have manag'd inatters fo —_— 
that you have itot fo thuch as one 
And now, the Inportent Perſon ſtands wn 
. bis onn Legs. | 
7+ Perhaps, yolmay receive ſome finall In» 
' -<Onvettiedce from this. But let me die, if 
it he not much for-your honour, that you 
a well as vas, honeſ Old:Bias, Lwarrant 
} cate agnioney ©: wondrous well, {ſhould 
able 1d ſay, that you catry all that is 
yeurs. about you. No great Quantity L 
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nora long Train of Horſes, .nor abun- 
r ['} - dance of- that no call the Reddy; 


7d,  bue Probiey, Gen ity a te 
inacy ia Diſputes, 
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mite-as a- Divine quality--in' you ; the in- 
@inpatibility which you-ſhew for 'it, and 
look upon it to be a. diſtinguiſhing Mark, 
of a Great and Extraordinary Soul, that 
. - you are uneafje till you-arerid of. this Cor» 


rupter of Reaſon, this Pois'ner- of Souls, 
S Author'of: fo - mactr'Diſorder,jiof: fo 
much Injuſtice,” and-of' ſo many-Violences: 
Yer," I couldcheattily wiſh, 'that your Vir. 
tue were not-triv'd at ſuck an' extraordi- 
Pitch, and'chat'you could be brought: 2g 
ſome pom” pCar's _ this. 0s. of 
Humane Viad, and that your night be'per- 
luaded:to: _ Peace ith it; as' uk, ar 
with the:Great Turk, for Potirick Reaſons, 
and the Advantage of -Commerce, ' 'Now 
_"upok, Conkderarion,: that: ir is*a Difficult 
matterto be much at.ones-eaſc withour it; | 
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